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5 John] Poul ter, ; tins Baxter; © 
by 4 
. Who was Cots for robbing Dr. Hat 


cock, of Saliſbury, on Clarken- Down, near Bath, and 


_ thereupon diſcovered a moſt numerous Gang of Villains, 
many of which have been already taken. = PEE 


8 BEIN . e s 
8 * A full Account of all the Robberies he bs committed, and 
43 the ſurpriſing Tricks and Frauds he has practiſed” for the 
Ip of five Years laſt paſt; in different Parts of: . 


Written l/ by IMS SEN BD. 


=. To > which he has added for the Service of "he Publick; 00+ <5; 1 08 | 
5 make all the Amends in his Power for his paſt Offences,” 4X AP 
'* - DIRECTIONS to ſecure Houſes from being broke open. Ho] 2 
je to prevent Horſes being ſtolen out of Grounds, Commons, or 1 
FE elſewbere. Uſeful Cautions to Tradeſmen and others who 1 
6 travel the Roads, to prevent their being robbed. And to pre- — 08 
1 vent any unwary Perſons from deing impoſed upon and de- 4 
4 frauded, an exact Account of the Manner in which Gamb- | | 
RR Wd other Sharpers impoſe upon People at Pairs, &. 
4 The Arts the Horſe-Dealers make Uſe of to draw in People 
2 do buy or exchange their Horſes ; and the various other Cheats 
3 practiſed at Fairs, as giving Notes for Goods, pricking at the 
1 Belt, exchanging Saddles and Great Coats at Inns, e., Inn 3 
what Manner Shopkeepers are cheated by Shoplifters; With 87 
every other Trick and Species of Villainy bad Uſe of by e 


gf 
| | 
13 Rogues and Sharpers, laid open in ſo plain a Manner, and 0 


their Behaviour and Language fo fully deſcribed, that every « TN 
one who reads the Book, may certainly know them at an OY 


2 Time, and fo be upon their Guard e being cheated oy 
5 teen 
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The DISCOVERIES of 


John Poulter, alias Baxter 


Have followed Gambling and Defrauding theſe five Years 
laſt paſt, and lived on the Spoil of other Men's Subſtance, 
About the Middle of February 1749, I and Fohn Brown 
alias Dawſon, Mary Brown *, and Mary Davis, met all 
accidentally at Zztchfield on a Fair Day, and after ſome 


Ceremony weall agreed to go and drink a Glaſs of Wine; accor- 
dingly we went to Mr. William Brook's at the George Inn, in the 
ſaid Town, and were ſhewn up Stairs ; we had not been there 


long, before Mary Brown eſpied a large Cheſt, and ſaid here is 
a Chance; the Lid being looſe, and her Hand but ſmall, ſhe 
pulled out of the ſaid Cheſt one yellow Silk Damaſk Gown, one 
green Silk Ditto, one brown Silk Ditto, and one black flower'd 
Silk Capuchin, which Mary Brown carried out of the ſaid Houſe 
in her Apron to the Place where our Horſes were: We all made 


the beſt of our Way to the B--D--g, near V gſicheſter, where we 


divided the above Goods among us four. I believe the Goods 
were worth about ſixteen Pounds; the Landlord and Landlady 


of the B----D----very well knew us to be Thieves, and that 


we lived by nothing elſe, and alſo knows almoſt all the Thieves 
that travel, and harbours them. ; 8 

But what is very remarkable, at the ſame Time J ſent for a 
Taylor to meaſure me for a black Pluſh Waiſtcoat, and in his 
meaſuring of me a Piſtol went off in my Waiſtcoat Pocket, and 
the Bullet went under his Arm, and through the Ceiling, with- 
out doing any Hurt, which very much ſurprized the Paylor; 
Brown ſtanding by me, I ſaid, what are you always playing 
your Tricks, putting Crackers in my Pocket: But the Taylor 


was not to be ſo deceived, for he took Home my Pluſh and Li- 
ning with him, & went to JY2/tche/ter to the Mayor, & ſaid he 


thought 


Mary Brown has been tried ſix Times within four Years and Half : Firſt was at 


the Apollo Inn Weſtmorland, with her firit Huſband Peter Brown, and ſeveral 


others; but ſhe was acquitted and her Huſband executed; it was in the latter End of 
1748. Next at Ruthen in Derbyſhire, with John Brown, for picking Pockets, Next 


at Shrewſbury, by herſelf for Ditto. Next at Cambridge, with Jane Baily, on Suſ- 


Picion of Dtto. Next at LitchNcld in Staffordſhire, in 1752, for picking Farmer 
Booth's Pocket of 161. in the ſaid Town of Litchfield, with Benjamin Shotton and. 
E. Cummins; the two laſt convicted, and ſhe acequitted She was tried by the Name. 
Mary Robberſon. Next ſhe was triedat Exon, at the Lammas Aſſizes 1753, with 
Mary Baxter, tor picking a Farmer's Pocket at Great Torrington ; but fhe was ac- 


quitted, and Mary Baxter convicted. She was tried by the Name of Margaret 


Dawſon, but now the goes by her own Name Mary Browu, 


AP 2 


(4) 


we were all Highwaymen. The Mayor ordered him not to let 
me have any Thing, till he had ſent to ſearch the B---D---g, 
and bring us before bm but we did not ſtay for his Coming, 


for I made the beit -of my Way for Holy Head, through Wales, 


and directly went for Dublin, where I took a Houſe; in Porter's 


Roto, the lower End of Aſton's Kay; Igavethirteen Pounds a Year 
and had gcod Cuſtom, and drew five Barrels of Ale one Week 
with anoth: er, and lived in good Credit, *till a very unhappy Af- 
fair happened in London, and ſo it proved to me. General Sin- 
clair had his Pocket picked of his Gold Watch at Leiceſter 
Houſe by William Harper and Thomas Talin, and they were both 
taken and committed to the Gatchouſe, Maſiminſter; and that 
Day Harper was reſcued by a Gang of about 24 /ri/pmen, in the 
Middle of the Day, and they w ounded one of the Keepers, but 
Tobin did not eſcape. A r ation was iſtued out with a 
great Reward for taking them, when moſt of them flew to Irc- 
Jond to my great Grict, One Day as I was itanding at my Door, 
I was feen by one James Ficld, one of the Gang, viho knew me 


very well; he came in and called ior Liquor very plentifully, & 


the next Day he brought with him the Gang to my Houle ; | 
wg them not to come tomy Houle, ſor 1 would not harbour 
em, for if I did I fhould loſe all my Cuitom ; for J told them 
| cobld live . hout them in Credit, and without Fear; but 
they would notbe denied, an 1d my Houle was always full of T hie 
Catchers and Cult tables, which cauſcd me to loſe my Cuſtom. 
Not long after, moit of the Gang were taken, by one who fol- 
lowed them from Lenden, to Which Place they were ſoon tranſ- 
mitted ; but it ruined me, for 1 was forced to go away by 
Night, and leſt my Celiar fall of le for my Brewer to take. L 
went to Crt „and ſtaid there about thiee W ceks, but could noc 
take a Houſe tomy Liking, fo embarked ior Mater ford, with all 
my Houſhoid Goods, and Haid there about ſixteen Weeks. I 
found I could not live there, for Lrade was dead and I but a Stran- 


ger. My Brewer {ent tor bie to Dubs 15 to which Place I went 
again, and in a hort Lime tcok a Hou dat the Shades of Cln- 


15 about two Miles from Dublin, TT” to the vSea-ſide, and 

bouht a Smack or Sloop for Fiſhing, and Hoy-ligntening Ships, 
1 followed very hard, and old Liquors dat Home : By 

heſe Means 1 cleared white Pounds a Week, lived in good 
Credit, and got the Good-will of every Body. J hardly ever 
milied a Tide but was at Sea, and found the Fleaſure and Bene- 
ht between ill-got Money, and that got honeſtly ; for the ill-got 
] al vays waſted, and my Spirits Were never at Reft, Night nor 


Day,; buc when I lived by my Labour, I cat, drank Yd ept at 


Lale, . 6.24 Y, as not afraid or any Body. 


The 


OSS 
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The latter End of the Year 1751, Thimas Tobin and his Wiſe 
(two of the moſt noted Pickpockets in England) came to Dublin, 
and found out where I lived, and came to my Houſe; I begged of 
them never to bring any Perſon with them, Which they promiſed 
me they would not, hut in a ſhort Time half the Thieves and 
Thief Catchers in Ireland reforted to my Houle, and laid a 
Scheme for my Ruin, and ſo it proved. Gentlemen often 
Came from Dublin, and payea me fOr going into the Channdl 
with them a plovering and fiſning, and 3 ing ab6art of Ships in 
the Bay; but once among the reſt, ſom of cheſe Chaps cane 
to hire my Smack, to go into the Bay let them ae 


— 
— 


5 . 
*. ö ; * 2 /r ; 7 15 774 ) 5 i > EN] . 
my Sorrow; for before they cam? from Dublin they tol the Cuſ- 
| | 
* 


tom- Houſe Bo t what their Intent was to do, 5 
come and ſeize my Smack. When we were out in the Bay, 


— 
> Tl. 


trying for fome Fiſh, the Cuſtomschouſe Boat cai 

N. 
Smucglers on Board. I bid them ſcarch and welcome, waich 
they did to my Sorrow, for they found ſix. Pounds of Tea, and 
twelve Yards of Callico and Muſlin, which was {ecret ia my 


Cabbin by on? of the Villains that cams on board to wo a pleaſua- 


> 5 3 1 i 7 : 4 1 TY 53 L 11 88 r 
ring. The Officers ſeized the Goods, and my Bont was con- 


demned. I cannot deny but afterwards I met ong of the Perſons, 


and beat him very much; but I had no Reft in Ireland atterwargs 


4. Ig IS . 


1 41 " Ba £6 hrs . Fg _ o: . „ — \ 55 
for I was always troudled with Actions, tho' very falſe ones, Which 
obliged me to come to Englund again in ,der 1731. 


1 


R. ies, he came to me one Nie 

and told us both, that in about a hortuight's Time ne could 
help us to about five or ſix hundred Pouns if We were both 
willing: J fad How, John f He anſwered on the Scamp, and 
the Cull does not come above jeven Scratches off; 1. e. on the 
Highway, and the {Han dtes not came u ο Seven {dies off, 1 ſaid 


The latter End of November, 1751, being at Bath at F 
RT * > y 1 _ bY 2 2 * 
Jignt, and to Ricoard Braman, 


ney, for he is a Gentleman Ciothier, and his Money is to pay 
his Men; he has never miſſed a firing Day for Years, and 1 


ver get any of the Family to do it; Lilile Dic would have done 
it laſt Year, but his Partner, waen the Day came, got drunk, and 
ſo it paſſed off; but now is your Time to make us all, for it is a 


great Deal of Blunt, and worth venturing your Scraggs for; 


that is, it is a great Deal of Mancy, wr venturing your Necks fer. 
J then told him I had no Piſtols; and he ſaid you muſt go to 
T...r's at F...n, and ſend him to Oxford to buy taem, and K ep 
your Horſes there until two Days before the Tume ; the fitting 
Day is Tueſday the 1oth of December. Accordingly we agreed, 
and {ct out for F.....n to T. . r's, and [ ſent him to Oxford, 


to 


e and board-:* 
ed me, and {.id they wer? ſare I nd prohibited G 02:3, for I had 
| leo: 


r - * 


(6) 


to buy me a Brace of Piſtels and a Hanger, which he brought, 
and we ſtayed there till the 8th of December: and told T--r what 
we were going to do, and that he muſt ſetup all Tusſday Night, 
and have wo Horſes rc: ady to carry us ſixty Miles further; and 
we told him we would be there on Vedneſday Morning by Four- 
O'Clock. It was all agreed, and we ſet out for G--'s at Chappel 
PL.r, but wie did not truſt View with our Deſign, I went to 


K--ts's on the gth, to agree what Time we ſhould come on the 


39th, and for him to ſhew us the Wa) y over the Water at Clark- 


ar Down Mills, which he did. WE agreed to give him four- 


ſcore Pounds out of the Booty. 79 laid that he would b2 the 
laſt Man that would pay his reite in at the Bar, and then ſaid 
be, I thall be able to give you an Account what Money the 


Gentleman receives, and where he puts it, and if you come 


into the Inn, I will ſhew him and his Man to you, that you may 
not be miſtaken when you come on th2 Down. kceondingly 1 
did as he ſaid, and about Four o' Clock R... ts met me, and told 
me that the Gentleman had changed his Bills, and had received 
upwrards of five Nang Pounds, and then he ſhewed me the 
Gentleman and h's Servant. My Horle was left at Mount Plea- 
fant, and 1 did not ihevr myſelf there; but juſt as the Gentle- 
man was going, he was perſuaded 805 to go that Night, for it 
vas jut d. ark, and a Robbery was committed but on Saturday 
before at Ste- bridge in his Road Home, on a Farmer, and he 
&25 uſed very iil after being robbed, by ſome Footpads ; which 
made the Gentleman Ray in Bath til che Morning. If he had 


went Home that Night, he would have loſt all if it had been a 


Wine Pounds, ſor we had made a Place in the Wood, juſt 
ckore 4 e cance to the Fits TOC de- HC 10 take im and his e 6h 


into and tie hom, but Fortune was not on R.......ts's Side that 


Hime We both Wen do Nen that Night according to 
out Promiſe, and found the Hortes ready and our Landlord up, 
but he was diteppointed. J adviie all People that have got a 
* Gi * Loney, or Bills, not to. travel after Sun ſet. 

In 7 ch 1752, I, ein Brown, alias Daruſen, A Allen, 
altas R: 5 7 nes, alias Robcit Graham, and Thomas Tobin, went 
a Journey into the North Part of Eneleud, and coming thro' Tal 


kiax, in Ter kjhire, We overtook a Miniſter ; and we rode with 


bum ©} we came to the ſrſt Inn, where we defrauded him of 
twenty-two Pounds at Pricking in the Belt; herſaid it was as 
puck as his Gown was worth to have it know: and; ACCOMPA- 

& the Loſs of his Mone ey with this Ejaculation, Alas, wat have 

7; nee ct, to which 1 antwere , The Sarlor has dane by yt, Sir, 45 
vin would hade dau, by hin; fo 12 with yu a good Night, We canie 


that Night to Stacébert in Cheſhire, and lay at an Inn in that 
own that Night. The next Mor ning we left oh Company, 
b and | 


. 


. 


(7) 
went for Meſt-eheſter on the File  : We ſtayed on Purpoſe to rob 


a Pack-Horſe; accordingly we all went to one F...s R..ts's, an 
old Acquaintance of my Accomplic-s, but none of mine. We 
called for Liquor plentifully, and aſked him when the Mancheſter 


Carriet came by; he ſaid, To-night, and they travel beit Part of 


the Night; but if you {tay till they come by, I will ſh-w you the 
beſt Pack; put have you no Sacks; and kurni nz to Brown ſaid, 
you had three the laſt Pack you got. We ſaid, F..s, you muſt Jet 
us have three of your's, and we Will pay you for them: Accor- 
dingly, he gave us three old Sacks, and we promiſed him half 
2 Guinea for his Trouble: At Night the Horſe came by, and 
he ſhewed us all one particular Pack, and faid, that's your Mark, 
and yout beſt Place is beyond the V illaz: 72, to take him into on: 
of the Fields, and he will not be mifs'd for an Hour or two after; 


ſo that you may get far enough by the Morning. And 220:Jdingly 


we went after and ſtole one of the Horſes, but not the right, 
for he was the hindmoſt next to the Man: The Horſe as ſoon 
as the others paſt began to wicker ; ſo that we were ovliged to 
gag him. We got upwardsof one thouſand Yards of Callimanco 
unſcower'd, and rode away thirty Miles that Night before we 
baited, ben we reached within four Miles of JVhitchurch in 
Shropſhire, and lay at a Flaſp t Houſe ; the next Day we arrived | 
at the Rock Tavern, near $---r B e in Staffor Hire, kept by 
one E.. .., and H... L. .. s, the ercatit Rendezvous in England 
for 1 ovens and that Night put our Good, into a Gravein their 
Barn, where they lay three 0 we then fetched them up to 
the Houſe, and cut off all the Marks off both Ends of the Pie- 
ces. We ſold E.. d and MA.. U L. is three or four Pieces for Three- 
ence per Yard ; we gave them one Piece for their Trouble. 
and divided the reſt into three Parts. I ſent mine to Batb to Fn 
R..tsS where it lay for ſome Lime, till he got me a Dyer to 
dy< it; and the Remainder was left at tne Rock Tavern with 
our Landlord and Landlady, who never paid a: ay Thing for it 
to ti.is os i mn TOs ery 1 fold ht As: os Yards of 


9 5 made it oe rol; me ts would no: pa me for it, foe [ 


12 better Luck than her Huſband and All had vita tneir's; 


1 144 


they all well k: nowing the Callimanco to be {colen, and from 
whence ; and if we or any Body elſe was to Carry the King's 
C:own to the Rock Tavern, they would to my Knowied ze ſecret 


* 2 
it. 
Soon after Feed Thema 25 went to Grantham in Lincolu- 
Aire, and EDO with one er Caunome, and there we deirauded 


2 Old Farmer of nfteen a. uinsas, at the old Nobb, called Prick- 
* 0 bl 
Ing in the Beit. F 


From thenze Tobin and I went to Nottingham, 


A Cant Word for Cheating, A Houſe that harbours Thieves. 


where 


(8) 


where we met with Ee of our Accomplices; but Luck 
running had that Day, T:h'n, Hurt, and 1 went on the Sneak 
and ſoles | ONE: Fankarl w oats Lid, from the Black-Moor's 
Heal, paying Eau, for his Part, we went for the Rock Ta- 


* 


vern hed Put . oney being mort. there, we carried it to 
B.- rave in erceſterſpire, to N Shopkeeper there, 
ana Tobin ſolil it to him but J cannot ay he knew ait to be 


ſtolen, for I wis not preſent; but I have ſeen G. . T. . II buy 


1 
l 


ſtolen G Goods of ſovoral Perſons, he well Knowing the ſam? to be 


ſtolen. | | 
Tobin and T wont directly for York, and on our Journey into 
Toriſbire, we dined at an Inn, and ſtole a large Silver Spoon; but 
where the Houfe is I cannot recolli&, We arrived at York, and 
went to ſce an old f Fiend and his pretended Wife, and the next 
Day went to a Fair and defrauded a young Gentleman of ſeven 
Pounds at the Belt; and came back the next Day to 7974, being 
the Day before the Judg des Cime into Town, The next Day 
| Tobin and 1 Went Oni he Sneak to the 3 lack Swan Inn 1 in Coney- 
fret, Verb, and ſtole from thence 2 Si! VET Tankard, and a large 
Sugar Ca bers: and carried them to Chri/tcpher Fet- one, and 
his pretended Wife Sarah Ce, to keep them for us till we went 
out of Town, and told them from whence they came, The 
ame Day I, Tubin, Het... one, and Sarah C---1, went to the 
ſame Houſe on Purpole to ſteal more H late, but the People had 
lecked the reſt up, to our Diſappointment. The next Day Tobin 
and I went for our Plate, which Sarab C. un brought us; and 


we gave her a large Silver Spoon for her Trouble, which we had 


ſtolen, but where I cannot recollect. Then we went directly 
to London, where I fold the Tankard a and Caſter to a a Silverfmith 
near £1: cid 5 Jon's 8 e but he did not aſk me 
any Queſtions how! came by them. 
e ng to NN 2 . Tos at Bab, to meet the reſt of 
Accomplices at our od Houſe, where I was ſure to hear 
"at and a Welcome into BAH. Ihe latter End of April ther 
was twelve of us together, al} Gamblers and Picknockets, to our 
Landlord's Knowle ge. We all went into the Weſt for Spam- 
ford Pevcrel, and made three Sets. I'wo Sets got ten Pounds 
a Piece, from two Farmcts that had 18 ſold their Cattle, at the 
5 Game of pricking in the Belt. The Farmer that 1 was 
concerned with, fwooned z AWAY for the F ok of Ris Money ; we 
made a Prot ice to fetch ſome Water to bring him to himſelf, 
but went clear off, not regarding whether he lived or died. TwWO 
Setts went to Great Terri ingten and one Sett, juſt as they got 
into te 2, arr, | picked up a a Flat, and got 20 . of him, which 
ſo alaimed the L own, that the reſt cameayay for Exon, fo all diſ- 


perſed 


ye! 
DE re tu n 2 * - -— 
: ES ES -2F 


3 
<4 2-: So 


E a WS, bs EE PR. fo 


a / ID i Eo natÞ. 5 


Ch. nd ON es on 


2 


8 979 8 F 5 
dog? — — * bt * 8 
4 32 As e = TTY + 


. I oL 
ERS $ovs Hott 2 


n 
RR N 
* A 


22 
n 
WES MR nat: 


490 


perſed but 2 By own and I, and we defrauded a Manin Run of 
five Pounds. 

We went to Crewherne, where we heard at the Green Dragon 
that our Accomplices were gone forward: The next Day we 
rode out of Town, but promiſed to come back the ſame Night, 
which we did: But juſt before we came into Fown, we heard 
that two Sharpers were taken up at N- C---['s, and that their 
Horſes were there: So we called, and the Horſes were delivered 
to us to, take them away for Fear they ſhould be ſtopt ; for they 


were both ftolen, one by William C--s, and the other by Willi- 


am $---w, both then in Cuſtody at Crewkerne, tor defrauding a 


| Man at Chard of five Pounds ; ; and one of them had. ſtolen a 


a Great-Coat at Chard; and they were both caſt for Tranſ- 


portation at Bridgwater for the fame, - 
Brown and I took the two Horſes to Bath to Fohn Rs, and 


told him what had happened, and that he muſt {ell the Gelding, 
and Mare: We told him where they were ftolen from, and he 


aid it was far enough off, and aſxed us what we would have 
for the Gelding ; we told him four Pounds ; he faid that if 


we would take 3 Thirty- x Shilling Piece, he Weld run all Ha- 


zards; ſo we agreed for him: And he told us if any Body aſk- 
ed what, he coſt, we mult ſay four Pounds; for he would ſell 
him to a Farmer that he bought his Straw of, that never went 


five Miles from home. 
I left Brown at R--=-?'s with the Grey Mare, whilltT, William 


Elger, and John Allen, alias Robert Jones, alias Robert e 
went to the Rock Tavern, to ſec his Wife and Child, that Was at 


Nurſe there; from thence we went into the North of England 
to Fairs, Horſe Races, and Cock Matches, on the ſharping Lay, 
and won between thirty and forty Pounds at Cards, alias 


Broads. From thence we went to Newcaſtle upon Tyne, where we 


got about three Pounds from a Butter-Man at the Belt, or Neb. 
From thence we went into the South again ; and we picked up 
in our Way Money enough to bear our E xpences to Bath for 
the Benefit of the Waters, to the great Joy of our Landlord, We 
ſtayed off and on at Bath about ſix Weeks, and pafled for 


Smugglers: We ͤſuſed to give Seven Shillings a Pound for Tea, 


and ſell it again for four Shillings and Six- Hence, on Purpoſe to 


make People believe we were Smugglers. We went to a Fair 


now and then in that Time; and if we could not get any Mo- 
ney at the Noþb, we would buy a Horſe or two, and give our 


Notes for the Money, telling the Dealer we lived «ts 7 own | 


where we did not. This is called Maſoning. 
July the 2d, 1752, and Milliam Elger, John Brown, alias 


Dawſen, Fohn Allen, alias Robert Jones, alias Robert Graham, and 


Thomas IWalker, went to Blandford Races, where we met Charles 
Handy We went to the Cocking in the e Morning, and to the 
B Races 
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Races in the Afternoon; ſome went on the Turn to the Booths, 
& others to laying Wagers on the Courſe : A flattiſh Gentleman 
laying ſeven Pounds with one of us, they both aſking who ſhould 
hold Stakes, one of us ſitting on Horſeback juſt by on Purpoſe, 


ſays put it in that Man's Hand, pointing to one of us that was 
well dreſſal; the Money being ſo delivered, the Man winning, 


he that held the Stakes rode off the Courſe. After the Races we 
all met at Blandford, and agreed to go on the Sneak for any Thing 
we could get. In the Duſk of the Evening, we went to the 
Crown Inn, and ſtole out of the fore Parlour a large Portman- 
teau Trunk, and carried it into the Fields to ſkin it, z. e. to 


ſearch it, when we found in it the following Things, viz. Eigh- 


teen Guineas, a Jacobus, and ſeveral other Pieces of Gold 
and Silver Coin, a Gold repeating Watch, with all the Trink- 
ets thereunto belonging, a Pair of Gold Shoe Buckels, a Gold 


Coral and Bells, a Gold Girdle Buckle, and Necklaces ſet in 
with green Stones, a great Quantity of Jewels, a fly white 


Petticoat, a great Quantity of young Girls Wearing Apparel, 
and one Pair of Sheets. Thomas Walker and I carried the Gold 
Watch and Jewels to London, and Malter ſold them to a Perſon 
unknown to me, becauſe I was not with him; but he ſaid, he 


told the Man he fold them to, that he got them at Sea in a Prize. 


He brought me twenty-ſeven Pounds for the Watch and Jewels. 
We then came back to Popham Lane, to the Sign of the Wheat- 
ſheaf, where our Accomplices were waiting for us: We there 
divided the Money equally between us, and came to Bath, where 


I fold the Pair of Sheets to F.... R....ts for two Shillings, and 


the fly Petticoat worked with a Needle for a Guinea, tho” it was 


worth four: he ſecreted the reſt for me in a Cloſet. Juſt after 
TI fold a red Silk quilted Petticoat to M---y G--a, for her 
Daughter, for half a Guinea: at the ſame Time ſhe begged a 


laced Cap, with Wire about the Border; and I told her ſhe muſt 
not let her Daughter wear it, for it was ſtole from a Portmanteau 
at Blandford, and that it was advertiſed at the ſame Time in 


Bath She ſaid I need not fear, for it ſhould be altered; ſhe well 


knowing the ſame to be ſtolen, and from whence. 


I ſold the Bells, Seal, Shoe Buckles, and Girdle Buckles, all of 


Gold, to F--n----, a Silverſmith in Bath; and he melted them 
| down before my Face, into an Ingot of Gold, not quite an 


Ounce. I told him from whence they came, and he faid he did 


not care if they came from the Ruffen (at is, the Devil) I with 
we had as much as you and I could putout of Twig or break 


in ſunder. | | 
We went out of Bath to Cor/ham Fair, about eleven Miles 
from Bath; that is, I, William Alger, John Brown, alias Dawſon, 
on Allen, alias Robert Fenes,alias Reobert Graham, and we itole a 


Silyer Tankard from an Inn in Corfham : I brought it directly to 


Jen 
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q | | F---n F---d at Bath, who not being at Home, I told his Wife 
we had ſtole a Silver Tankard from Cor/ham, and wanted to 


© 4 . . 
3 melt it down; I then went up Stairs with her, and ſhe faſtened 
: - a Pair of Sheers into a Vice, and began to cut it in Pieces; when 


E her Huſband came in and told us, he had heard of the Tankard, 
„and where it came from, but he would ſoon put it out of I'wig 3 
S and faid, Betty, go and make a Fire in the Shop, and bring a 


* large Crucible; which ſhe did; and they melted it down before 
A my Face; and ſhe faid, Mr, Poulter, at any Time, if you have 


Gold or Silver, I will melt it down for you if my Huſband is 
1 not at Home; but you muſt not take any Notice to my Bro- 
ther of what paſſes between my Huſband and you : At the fame 


p Time ſhe aſked me for a Shilling for her Trouble, which 1 
= gave her. They both knew the ſame to be ſtolen, and from 
ft whence, 5 
1 Brown, Eiger, and Allen, bought a Horſe at the Turnpike 
F neat Cor ſbam, of a Farmer, for ſix Pounds, but gave their 
5 Note for it; and $t--n G--a ſaid he knew Brown very well to be 
the ſame Perſon he repreicnted himſelf to be, though he knew 
e Ry 
: at the ſame Time they were defrauding the poor Farmer. 
4 Octoler the 2bth, 1752, I, with John Brown alias Dawſon, 
5 William Elger, John Allen alias Robert Jones, alias Robert Graham, 
yy went from Bath in order to rob a Pack-Horſe : We made the 
A beit of our Way to Hm T--'s at Farringdon, in Berkſhire, and 


1 after Supper we called plentifully for White Wine Negus; 
then we aiked J/---m T---r when Charley the Coventry Carrier 


4 came to Morion in the Marſh : He anſwered, on Monday or 
25 Tuciday; and now is your Time, for he takes up the Ribbons 
50 that are left at Sreðs Fair, and carries them to Bri/tol this Jour- 
rer: Lo which we replied, how ſhall we know the right Pack ? 
| W--m T=--r iaid, you mult obſerve the Pack that has Boxes in 
n tit, that is the right, and is full of Ribbons or Things of Value, 
1 and, if you ſucceed, bring them to me, and I will buy them all 

of you. We then told him we had no Sacks, and he ordered 
„t his Offler to go and buy three new Sacks, for which I paid fix 


= Shillings before his Face. The next Morning he wiſhed us 
8 good Luck, and we ſet out for Morton in the Marin, where we got 
4 thar Night, and put up at //------m N------$s, He was glad 
h 
k 


. late before he gets to Parſ-Cerner, becauſe he takes up Ribbons at 
bo Stoꝛbe that were left at the Fain, - We did not ſtir out all the 
= Time we were there; for he ſaid, if we were ſeen, it would 
5 be known who did it; for he well knew our latent was to take 
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and fwear for us, (as he did for Robert Jones and others at 
2 wich,) if Occaſion required. We ſet out the next Day 
for Par l- Corner, which Place we reached juſt as Charley came 
there: Bren then rode before us to detain Charley at a Public- 
Houſe, under Pretence of carrying à Letter for him, which he 
wrote "und; gave him: In the mean Time we went forward, and 
tried the Packs as T---r had directed us; and catched the Horſe 
by the Neck ; butihe was ſo ſhy and ſtartiſh, that he throwed 
me and Allen into a Ditch, and got away from us, ſo that we 
could not get out: But it was remarkable William Elger rode a 


| Gelding that he gave eighteen Guineas for, and in conveyin 


along the Pack Horſe, rode into a great Hole, and his Gelding 
ni he tumbled over, when the Pack-H: :rſe ran back almoſt to 
Park Corner before we could catch him. We tied the Horſe to 
a Buſh, and gagged him, whilſt we put the Goods up in 
our Sacks, and left them in that Place *till we rode almoſt to 


| Park-Corner before we could get out, and there we ſaw Brown 


and Charley going together. Charley aſked us whether we had 


ſeen his Horſes, and how: many there were: We ſaid fix, but the 


were a Mile before him, and then bid him a good Night, We 


rode round the Park W all, juſt againſt the Place where we lett 


our Goods, and the Horſe wickerad*: I was forced to ſtand on 
the Horſe's Back to get above the W all, to throw over the Goods. 


We then loaded our Hories, and made the belt of our Way to 


Chappel Plaſter, at which Place we arrived about five o'Clock 
inthe Morning, and called up S1 G--, We ſtayed there that 
Day. afeed S---# (7---- to get me a Horſe and ſomethins to 
carry my Goods in; which he did, for he lent us his own Forfe 
that he bought of un ſore Time before at Weyhill Fair, and a 
Pair of Bucher 's Pots, in which we packed all our Goods ex cent 
one Piece of Camblet, and twelve Pair of Scarlet Stockings, 
which Brown, Allen, and I kept for our Women, We divided 
the Picce (I think it was 39 Yards) into three Parts, and the 
Stockings into the ſame. I gave my Part to M--y G--a to keep 
gain. The next Morning 
we ſet out for Farringdon, where we arrived late at Night, it 
being fifty Miles from Chappel Plaſter. We ſent Allen before 
to belpeak Supper for us, and to open the back Gate, and to 


. 


put the Oſtler out of the Way until we had unloaded our Goods, 1 


which was done. After Supper we drank plentifully of Punch 
and White Wine Negus, and the next Morning we fold .- 
T- all the Caps and Stockings : He got us a Box to pack 
the Pieces of Stuff in, and we put it into his Warchouſe, WI ich 
Directions 


ing in the Belt. We then went back to T---r"s ; 1 8 when v⸗ 


houſe, and that to his Knowledge. His Wife H. came to 
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to be left at N- T---r'$ at Farringden in Berihire, till called 
for. The next Morning we ſet out for a Fair at Newberry 
in Berkſhire, where we defrauded a young! Man of his Watch, 
Horſe, and four Guineas in Money, at the Old Nobb, or 7 8 
came there, he ſhowed us a Letter he had received from Mr. 
Groſvenor of Briſtol for 7-- to make all the Enquiry hecould after 
ſach Goods among all the Shopkeepers about that Country, for 
hehad loſt a Pack: At the ſame TimeT--- had bought allthe Caps 
and Stockings of us, and had all the Pieces of Stuff in his Ware- 


me, and deſired me to aſk her Huſbar d to buy all the Stuff, 

for that he could difpoſe of it all; but he refuſed, becauſe it 
was advertiſed. H. Tr ſaid ſhe would buy one Piece of Stuff 
for her own Uſe, unknown to her Huſband: Then the and ! 
went up Stairs, and ſhe picked out a large Piece of browu 
ſtrong Stuff from all the reit, and gave me eighteen Shilling s 
for the fame, they both knowing: the ſame to be ſtolen, and fro: Fl 
whence. Ir there were not ſuch People 2s theſe to encourage 
Thieves, and receive their Goods, there would be no Thieves. 
Wie ſet cut the next Morning for Saliſbury, with the Goods 


that were Jeſt, thinking to fell hem to G--- H-; but he 


was not at Home: 50 I carried them to Stocbridge, to another 
Fence of ours, . e. a Receiver of ſtolen Goods, one R...t L.,, 
a Publican, that alv- »ays bought the Watches of us we got at 
pricking in the Belt, or any other Defraud. I fold him fix 


Pieces and an half, which he picked out from all the reſt, and 


he gave me eightern Shillings a Picce for them, but he would 
1ave the half 5 into the Bargain. He aſked me where the 
ſaid Stuff was folen from; and J told him: He faid he would 


{ell ſome to one and tome wy; mother, in the Country; but we. 


cut oft all the Marks of both Ends of the Pieces, for Fear oi 
a D.icovery, H: alfo lent me a Box to PACK Th, ive Pieces and 
an half that wes left to ſend up to London to It lam Elger, who 
was gone to Town to ſec his Friends, dire ed thus, For Mr. 
Will: ani Ege, to be left at the Gs on Holburn Bridge, Loaudlon, 
till called for, waich the ſaid L. did fend away, he well 
knowing! the ſane: to be ſtolen, and from whence ; hs knowing, 
us.all to be Sharpers and Thieves, and that we. had no other 
Way of Living but by defraud:ng and rebbing. We went back 
to G--4's, and 7 ſold the Piece cf Stuff and jour Pair of 3caric: 

Stockings te He- G Mer y Brown alias Datuſon, had another 
Pt. ce, and wor Fair oK Stockings: I bought the four Pair ot 
Stockings of Mary Brown again; Fra: ces Fiemhad the other Fake. 
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ten towards Bath, on Purpoſe to break open a Houſe in Wade”; 
Paſſage, which we looked at ſeveral Times before, We ſtole in 
our Way from Milton a large Iron Crow from a Sheepfold on 
Saliſbury Plain, on Purpoſe t to wrench open the Door of the ſaid 
Shop. We left our Horſes at Maunt Pleaſant, while we went a 
milling that Swag, 2. e. breaking open that Shop: We wrenched 
open the Padlock, but could not open the Door, altho' we made 
a great Purchaſe with the Iron Crow; we made ſeveral At- 
tempts, and in the mean Time the Scout came by, 1. e. the 


Watch; but BROWN took him off, While we were at Work, 


which is eaſily done for a Qua rt of ink. Brown knew the | 
Watchman, but 1 can't fay the Watchman knew him. If all the 
Doors of Shops and Houſes ſhut us cloſe as that did, it would pre- 
vent a great many Robberies in Cities and Towns ; for no Doors 
ought to have: any! Play; ; if they have, they are eaſily broke open. 
We tried two Shops in the Church-yard, at their Windows, the 
one a Toy Shop, and the other a Watchmaker's, but were diſ- 
appointed by a drunken Man's coming into the Church-yard and 
litting e We bad got a ſpring Saw to cut the Bolts 
afun der. hat F--4 made for Frs un; the Iron Crow I threw 
ver the! Dricge on the Left Hand Side.“ 

The latter End of November, all of us being at Bail, we agreed 
to go to Briſfol to get ſuomething towards our Expences; where 
Jom Allen picked up a Countryman near the Mount, f. e. the 
Bridge, and broupht him into the H. .. X. % near the Back, 
which Houſe we had made flaſh before hand; the Countryman 
had but little Moncy, which the Sailor knew, and therefore laid 
him half a Guinea that he could not borrow ten Pounds in half 
an Rour; then Allen and he went into the Fiſh Market, and he 
hborrewed the Men. y of a Shopkecper, and brought it to the ſaid 
H---R.../! to us, and received the Wager; but we defrauded 
him of all the Money in about ten Minutes, at the Old Nolb, or 
Belt. Countryman came juſt 3 to the Houſe to en- 
quire for us, but the Landl: dy huſh'd the Man, and ſaid ſhe 
knew noching of him nor us. The Countryman went home 
and told ein his Neighbourhood he was robbed by three Fel- 
lgws on the Road. 1 have ſcen him ſeveral Times at Bath Mar- 
let, and have ipuke to him, and he told me the ſame: I contradic- 
ted him, and faid, I believed he loſt it at Gaming : He did not 
ſee my FACE Brite when he loit his Money, fo he did not 
know me at Bath. The Man keeps Bath Market, and ſtands at 
the upper End of the Market Houle, {felling Hog's Haſlets, and 
wears his own Hair, | 

Juſf alter, about the 18th of Nevember, we were all at Path: 
hen 254i tek the Cpportunity at Night to go on the Sneak 
Ly Here, 0 Git Pr Bets on the North Parade; he went into 
| a Parlour 
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Parlour, where he ſaw a Candle lighted, and ſtole from thence 4 
Portmanteau "Trunk : The Key was in it, and a Bundle on it; 
he took off the Bundle and unlocked the "Trunk; and ſeeing it 
full of rich Clothes, he locked it again, but took out the Key ; . 
and in the mean Time, a Servant came and looked into the Room, 
and Brown hid himſelf behind the Door, and when the Servant 
was gone, he took up the Trunk and went into the King's Mead 
Fields, and left it there while he came and told us what he had 
done; I was in Bed, and fo was Allen, but Elzer and he went and 


ſkinn'd the Trunk, and put the Things into a Sack, and Alger 


ſent his Horſe to .. n G.. 43 that Morning. The 7 18 
was taken out of R.. . . t5s Stable unknown to him or his Oſtle 
until Morning, when R.. . . is knew it, but the Oſtler did not. 


In the Morning Elger and Mary Brown went on Foot to Chapel 


Plaſter, to look over the Things, and Allen went that Night to 


them: The next Morning we all ſet out for the Devizes, to one 


F---n A----'s: Eiger and Allen did not lie at the ſaid Houſe, but 
Brown and I did. went and bought a Deal Box, into which we 
put our Things, and nailed it up, and left it under a Bed in a 
Room, and told ; BH , the Landlord, to take Care of it. He 


 faid, if it was Diamonds you know it is fuſe in my Houſe, Some 


Time after we ſaw our Landlord, and Brown aſked him if the 
Things were ſafe; he ſaid yes, I have one of the Advertiſements 
it my Houſe, but do not mind that, for no Body will ſuſpect my 
Houſe ; he well knowing we lived 'by nothing but robbing and 
defrauding the Country, 

We went from thence to Saliſbury, to fee a Crop Horſe run ove 
that Courſe, belonging to Thomas Brooks, of Coleharbour; he was : fon 
venteen Years of Age, and ran nincteen Miles within an Hour ; 
We could take no Body i in at Salybury at: uy Trick, fo we went 
that Night to Milton, to conſult what to do. Brocks lay with 1 us that 
Night, and the next Day we agrerd to go and fteal ſome Ho los, 
and take them into the North, and bring others back into the 
South; we went that Eve ning about all the Grounds within three 


Miles of Saliſbury, and could ſee none worth tak eing, but a Colt. 


worth about fourteen Pounds, and him we could not mech: We 
went towards Saliſbury, ang. :{t by a Mill in the Marſhes ws 
caught two Galloways, both with cut Manes, but we thought 
them not worth taking ; we oh Th went that Night to Sal 
ry, and the next to Parringdn, in Beres; we made it N iglit before 
we got to Marlborough, where we ſtole a Black Mare out of a 
Ground juſt by, in the Road to Farringdon, which we reached 
that Night ; we lay at mY == 5 tha at Nig nt and che next 
Day, and at Night we want into a Field of N es, at the 
Crown Inn, and ftole from thence a Bay C 
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that Night with the Mare and Gelding towards 1 ghamforris, for 
there was a Fair there the next Day; but Brown, Elger, and Allen, 
ſtaid there that Night to prevent our being diſcovered: They met 
me at Highamferris, but we could not fell our Horſes. T.....r, 
our Landlord, knew the black Mare, and of our ſtealing the Geld- 

ing. We made the beſt of our Way into Yorkfhire, and fold the 
Gelding to a Baker in Doncaſter, for four Pounds, but he did not 
know it was ſtolen. We then went for Wakefield Fair, but when 


we came there were diſappointed, for there was none. Elger's 
Horſe fell ſick at Newark on Trent, and he borrowed a Horſe of 


the Baker that bought the Bay Gelding ; but when we were at 


Wakeheld, Allen borrowed 2 Horse to go to Ter, and Elger ſent 
his Horſe back to Doncaſter, for we ſaw in the London Toni 
Poſt, the Day Gelding advertized, and made the beſt of our Way 
to Bartry, | but did not come near Dencaſtir : We ſold the black 
More there to a Man of Rotherham, for one Pound, one Shilling 
and Six Pence; ſhe broke out with the Greaſe. We went the 
next Day to a Fair in Lincolnſhire, and picked up a Man on the 
dropping of a Shilling, and brought him into the Houſe, where 


Elver and Brown were tot on Purpoſe. Fleer pailod for a Sailor, 


and Brown for a Dealer; the Man had no Hoe but Elger 
laid him a Guinea he could not - borrow twenty Guineas in 
half an Hour; I went the Countryman's Halves, and went with 


him, and at he firſt Place he zorrowed Ten, and a Thirty Pound 
Bank Note, and in returning he boirowed twelve more; he 


went back to the Sailor and ſhewed him the Money, on which 
he paid him the Quinta, and he went to play at pricking in the 
Belt. We made Stakes for 22 Guineas, and feign would 
have played for fifty, which the Countryman would not; but 
faid if he won be would play again; but the Sailor took Care 
not to let him; he pricked, and loft, and was moſt terribly 
frightened, but he . ould prick again for thirty; we were afraid 
he would make too big a Row when hi loſt that, that 75, a a great 
Noiſe, however we made Stakes for the ſixty, which was the 
Note and our Thirty; he pricked, and loſt, and then ſtood as if 
he was Thunderſtruck for ſome I ime, with his Back againſt 
the Door: I ſcemed to be the ſame ; but at laſt got him out of 
the Room under } retence of borrowing tome Money, while the 


Sailor and Brown went to our Horſcs, which Allen had got rea- 


dy: I gave the Countryman the ſlip, and followed after them, 
not letting any Grass grow under our Feet for thirty Miles be- 
fore we itopt, and that was at Bantry, at a Houſe of our own 
Sort, There was a great Search. made all the Country round 
for us, but we were at Home. The next Day we made our 


Way for the City of CAMBRIDGE, in order to mill ſome 


Ken, that is, to break open ſome Houſes; but we 
had no Sdcceſs there, fo we agreed to prig ſome Peads, that 15, 
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ſteal ſome Horſes, and take them away Welt : Allen and I went 
for Newmarket, and Brown and Elger for Leighton Buzzard. 1 
and Allen ſtole a black Gelding and a Bay Colt, near Brinkley 
in the JYoodlands, and bought them to Hungerford in Berks, and 


ſold them to William B- ge, in the ſame Place: He did not 


know that they were ſtolen, but thought they were got on the 


: Maſon, i. e. for Paper. Brown and Elger ſtole a flat headed 


Bay Gelding from the Bell Inn in Leighton Buzzard, and brought 
him to Bath, and kept him for their own riding. We ſold the for- 
rel Mare that was ſtolen from 7/akefield to our Landlord J=-=n 


R. ., ts at Bath; he would not buy her till he knew where ſhe 
was ſtolen from, but he had no Luck with her, for the fell ſick 


and died in a Fortnight after. Here we divided all the Money 
we got this Journey. | 
About the latter End of e being all at Bath together, 


J. . n R. .., our Landlord, came to Brown, Elger, and "Allen, 


and aſked for me; he told them he could help them to twenty 
Pounds; uſt after came to his Houle, when he told me the 
ſame : I aſked him how it was to be got, & he replied, upon the 
Scamp, that is, on the Highway; tor, ſays he, there is a Man that 


puts up at my Houſe, that is going to receive twenty Pounds, 


but a great deal of it will be i in Halfpence, and it is eaſy. to be 
napt, that is, taken. We then agreed that ! iouldgo and rob 
the Man by myſelf, and they would be at a fma.| Diſtauce ror 
Fear of Reſiſtance. R.., ts helped the Man to tic the Sack behund 
him, that the Money was in, i {tan ing by him at the fame Time 

the Man went his Way, and we followed him up t the Lp of 
the Hill; I got ona Collier's Horſe, with Coalzpacks on the Pack- 
Saddle, + ſpoke to the Man going up the Hill, and when 1 
got on the Down I] let him go on befor re, and then rode after, 
overtook and robbed him; 1 had a Stick in my Hand, waich 
R... and my Accomplices gave me, and al inderbox . of 
a Piſtol : J rode the Man's Horſe back again to the Foot of the 
Down, where my Accomplices were wailiag for me, and we 
went directly to J... R....ts. Ihe Money that 1 robb-d_ the 
the Man of, was one Guinea and ione Silver, and thirty nine 


Shillings in Half, Dence, which we divided betwern us, and R...ts 


had eight Shillings Worth of the Halfpence. The Man came 
to R---ts's the next Morning, and faid that he was robbed, and 
aſked what Time his Oltler came nome, for ne ſutpected him: 
We told him he was at a Friend's Houſe all Night; and we 
all laughed to hear the Man ſay the Perſon who robbe him 
put 2 a Piſtol to his Cl nc, it being nothing but a Hinder Box. 
About the 18tn of January, 17623, Brown, Eiger, and Allen, 
agreed to go to Briftclon the Sharp, or Sneak 3 Which We did, 
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but we could not get any Thing on the Sharp that Day: But at 
Night we went on the Sneak, firſt into Queen Square, and tried 
ſeveral Houſes. At laſt Elger jump'd the Glaſſes of a Gentle- 
man's Keen; that is, lifted up the Window of a Houſe at the 
lower End of the Square, and jumped into the Parlour, and 
brought out five Silver Tea Spoons, and one Pair of Tea Tongs, 
with a Delft Server from a Tea Table. We then pulled down 
the Window and went our Way : I think the Tea Spoons were 


marked with the ſpread Eagle. We went directly over the 


Draw Bridge for "Collegs Green, and tried all the Doors and 


Windows there: At laſt I went into Orchard Street, to one Mr. 
Smith's, a Watchmaker, as I was ſince informed. Brown got En- 


trance in at the Door, and went up Stairs into the Bed- chamber 


whilſt the Family was below, and he ſtaid about twenty Minutes 
in the Houſe ; and in the mean while Mrs. Smith came to the 
Door, and Elger aſked her where ſuch a Gentleman lived; ſhe 
told him and went in, and ſhut the Door after her. We all re- 
ſolved if Brown was grabbed, that is, taken, to reſcue him; but 
he ſoon came out. with his Arms full of Men's wearing Apparel, 


ſuch as follows, viz. Three Coats, two Waiſtcoats, three Pair of 


Breeches, a great Quantity of Stockings, and Neck-cloths, and 
one Handkerchief. The faid Things F carried to Frances Allen's 
Room that Night for her to ſecret for us, and accordingly ſhe 


did; and went next Day to Briſtol again, to meet my Accom- 


olices. Jleft with Mrs. Allen a Pair of Silver Shoe Buckels of 
Mrs Smith's. We went at Night on our old Rigg; and went 
over the Draw-Bridge, towards College. Green; Brown went 
into 2 Peruke-maker's Houſe, and went up Stairs, and had got 
all the Things in a Table Cloth that was in the Drawers, when 
he heard a Noiſe of the Barber and another Man coming home; 
who ſuſpected us, (as having heard of Mr. Smzth's Houſe being 
broke open the Night before) followed us and ſhut his Door: 
However Brotuun got out of a Garret Window, and over the 
Tops of ſeveral Houſes, and got behind a Stack of Chimneys 
for the Space of two Hours; he could not get into any Houte, 
but was forced to go back again into the ſame Houſe, and come 
ſoftly down Stairs and along the Entry: A Boy hearing ſome 


Body in the Entry, ran to him with a Knife in his Hand, and 
call'd him Rogue; upon which Brown told the M. ſtreſs of 


the Houſe, that a3 he was coming over the Draw-Bridge, a Bai- 
liff was in Purluit of him, and that he came into her Houſe for 
Shelter, and had been on the Stairs a Quarter of an Hour, 
which the weak. Woman believing, bid him ſtay for Fear the 
Bailitis thould be about the Door ; ; but he did not care to ſtay 
for tear the Maſter ſhould come home, and ſo bade her good 


Night and went his Way; but we were at Bath five Hours be- 
fore him E 
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The next Day we divided the Stockings and Neck-cloths 
between us four, except ſome Thread Stockings and the Hand- 
kerchiefs, which Mary Brown and Frances Allen would have for 


| themſelves : The two Women kept the reſt of the Things for 


us till Briſtol Fair: Our Landlord R. . f had one of the Bills 


of the Robbery left at his Houſe ; and when we came into his 


Houſe, he ſaid, Why will you not let me have ſome of the 
ce Clothes, to make my Son ſome Clothes? You never let me 


have any Thing as you do other Landlords ; I think I ought to 


ce have a Penny's worth as well as they,” 

The 25th of Fanuary, 1753, we went to Bri/tdl Fair on the 
Sharp ; but we had no Luck that Day, ſo at Night we went 
to milling of Swaggs, that is, breaking gup Shops, or Wa 
Accordingly we went to the Bell Im in Thomas Street, and 


broke open the Ware-houſe, and with a dark Lanthorn they 


brought out of the ſaid Ware-houſe to me, two Pieces of broad 


5 Livery Cloth, one brown and the other blue: directed for Mr 


Hartford of Bath - I ftaid in the Street till the other three went 
into a Houſe in Temple Street, juſt by the Back of the ſaid Inn; 

where Eger went up Stairs, and opened a Box that was notlocked, 

and brought out a Piece of brown Stuff, and Linen for a 
Gown, & gave it to me; I came to the Lamb Inn at Lawford's 
Gate with it, and took Horſe directly for Bath, and delivered the 
Goods to Frances Allen to ſecret for me, and then I went to Bed. 
About Two o'Clock in the Morning, Brown, Allen, and Elger 


came to Bath with a Pack of Handkerchiefs that they had ſtolen 


from the London Ware-houſe in Peter-Street ; and they told me 


| they had loit a good Booty for Want of the Lanthorn that I had 


in my Pocket. £ Eiger went forward with the Pack of Handker- 


chiefs to Chappel Plaifter ; and Brown and Allen called for the 
Cloth, Stuff, and Clothes, that Mary Brown and Frances Allen 
had ſecreted for me, and they followed Elger to St...n G's, where 


G- got a Box made on Purpoſe to nail up the faid Goods in, 
[ went the next Morning to them, and put the Things iato the 


Box: We ſtayed there a Day or two, and at laſt we fold Su 
- G--- upwards of twenty Dozen of the ſaid Handkerchiefs, and 

four Yards of the blue Cloth, and to his Wife #7ary the Piece of 
Stuff for a Gown, they both well knowing the ſame to be irolen, 


and from whence, 
The next Day we all ſet out for the Rock Tavern in Stafford. 


hire, withour Goods; butitraining we left Brown on the Bd 


with them, and went forward to the ai 10 Tavern, it being our 


I old Place of Rendezvous; where we tlol.1 a Silk Camblet 5 oat, 
= two Pair of Breeches, ad; 1 Silk Cream-colourea Waiitcoat, for 
one Pound fix Shilli ings, Edward and Margaret L----, and 
the helped me to cut oi: 88 Go! Lacs from an embroidered blue 
| Padduſway Waiitcoat, and we bura: it before their Faces, and 
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gave them the Remainder of the Waiſtcoat, and told them from 
whence it was ſtolen: We ſold the Remainder of the Hanker- 
chiefs, about nineteen Dozen, to Fohn ----, and the Mazarene 
blue Coat for one Pcund, he being at Briſtol the fame Time 
they were ſtolen, and ſaw the mat G----'s Houſe ; but he would 
have nothing to do with them there, untill we carried them to 
the Rock Tavern. 

Bfown came to us the next Day, and told us he had ſold the 
Cloth for 4s. 6d. per Yard, to Mr. 1 homas 33---, at Coalharbour, 


in Gl. r Road; but I cannot take upon me to {ware it, becauſe _ | 


{ was not a Witneſs of it. 

The R--- Tavern has been a Place of Rendezvous for theſe 
© Cope for thirty Y ears paſt, tho' never detected tit now; but all 
the Country knew it, and uſe to call thoſe who uſed it Thieves 
and Hiehwaymen, The Landlord and Landlady have appeared 

at their Trials ſeveral Times; but once eſpecially for Chriſtopher 
F. eue 5 Nerthampt: My for a Robbery on tne Highway, "ad 
got him off by ſwearing him to be at their Houſe at the Time. 
” When we came to Bath, J foid the Silver we took off the 
embroidered Waiſtcoat to ohn F---- which was not quite an 
Ounce. I told Rien it was te ben off a Wa ailtcos it which was ſtole 


from Mr. Smith of Briſtel; but I never got above one Shilling of 


© 


f---for my Silver to this Day, Brown likewite ſold the Silver 
Spoons and "Tea Pongs that were icole from a Houle in Qieen- 


Square, te 1 F..., for nine 5 ; he well knowing the 


fald Things to be ito! en, and from whence. 


We all ſtaid at Bath to ſpend o ell got Money until March. 
R---ts had got one Burk at his Houſe; very poor and juſt out 
of Briſtol Goal, whom 7 kept for a Month at Bed and Board. 
On ihe x1th Day af itarch, I 01, Eger, and Allen, went to 
A ingdon Fair, and left Bur and lat R... 18 55 when the latter came 
to me and ſaid, JoHN, will you take Bam with you, for he owes 
re Money ;?? ro which I ank vered, oh Not I; J am not going 
out 5 ail «av more:“ He ſaid. ** Abmodcn Fair 1s e & 
Bi will ſhow you vchere You may buis a Couple of Prads, and 
tence them at ling dn Gaff ; that is, Burt will how you a 
Couple of 55 les that 190 u may ſteal, 2nd fell them at Abingdon 
Fair: Accordingly we did fteal two Geldings from a Ground 


ct Mr. ont my 4 the nſile and Ball, one a BI ack and the other 


a Ea; „ nd rod all N icht, and the next Morning we got to 
Aowgden, Where I ſav my Accomplices, who had no Luck that 
Lay. I fold the black Gelding to a Countryman near "Squire 
D. Hoc vod s in Cæforclſhire, and we ſtood in the Fair all the Day 
wirn the other; but we could not get our Price for him: At 


latt we iold him to a Flath Dealer, one Biſhop, of F my Accquain- 


tance, for three Pounds thirteen Shillins Zs and Six-pence, and 
told him where he came from, he at the fame Time very well 
knowing him to be w orth ſeven Pounds; and then we had 
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m no Horſe between us both; but 1 chanced to go into the Ram 


or Lamb Inn, when the Offler aſked me if I wanted my Horſe, I 
\& fſaid, Ves; when he brought me a fine Bay Gelding, bridled 
je and faddled : I aſked him what he came to, he ſaid Five-p2nce 3 
4 but ] gave him Six-pence and rode away, ſometimes riding and 
to _ ſometimes walking. We lay that Night at Lacklade, and the 


next Night at Cheltenham in Glouceſter. About a Mile from | 4 
1e that Town, Burk “ ſtole a Grey Poney, and we rode that 


„ ©» Nightto the Rock Tavern, our old Place of Rendezvous. : 
ſe The next Day we went within three Miles of Newport in 4 

> Shropſhire, to another Flaſh Houle, and the Day after went to * 
fo = Nantwich Fair in Cheſhire, where ſhe met with two Flaſh | 
1] _ Forſe Jockeys, to whom I fold the Bay Gelding : Their Names | 
TY were John S... and Joſeph S.... both Partners, and who ; 4 
ed live at N...p...t: They both aſked me where the Horle came 5 
„ from, and I told them that I ſtole him from the Ram or Lamb 
ud Inn, in Abingdon : They ſaid they would take Care what Part 
e © he went to, and then gave me fix Guineas for him, tho' it was — 0X 
he worth fourteen, BO 
an We did not ſel the Poney at Nantwich, but that Night we U 
le ſtole a Black Gelding, Saddle and Bridle, from a Public Houſe vi 7 
or Door; and we rode back to our Flaſh Houſe, three Miles 4 
& = from Newport, the Sign of the W-- H-, on tne London Road, 
735 The next Day we went to our old Houſe, the Rock Tavern ; 
ne but Burk fold the Poney to a Stranger on the Road: Then I 

carried him' behind me to the Rock Tavern; where we ſtaid | 
JL that Night, there being five more there of our Way of Calling. | 
at We went next Morning toward Birmingham, and got there juſt f 
+ before Night; where we bought two Brace of Piſtols, and went f 
ee that Night and ſtole a Bay Gelding from a Ground about a 
ne Mile and half from thence; and we rode tnat Night to Worceſ- j 
es der; and knocked up a Flaſn Landlord at che B. . Inn, near the | 
is || Bridge Foot, whoſe Name is D. . . Ihe next Night to the Croſs, 
& |} to another Flaſh Houle, and the next Night to Bath, and the - 
d next Morning to St. . . n G...'s at Chapel Plaiſter, where I ſold f 
| the Black Gelding we ſtole at Nantwich, to a Dealer in Nee- | 
„ dles, whoſe Name is Darby, and who came from Bromſgrove in | 
ig © Worceſterſhire, for three Guineas, and St.... G. , Vouched for 7 
er - the ſame, : That 1" M 

_—_ | Ss h 1 

to | | | 555 ; ; 
at Ihe only Method that I know, to prevent Horſes being ſtolen, 1s , 
A to ſend to Birmingham for ſome of their Caſc hardened Locks, which j 

| are made on Purpoſe ; no'Fh:et or other Perion can get the ſaid Lock if 
1 off the Horſes Fetlock without the Key. They mult be lined with Lea- i 
It 8 ther to prevent their galling the Heel of the Horſe, and not have any 1 
1-08 Chain to it, for that will fret the Horſe if he has any Spirit. If any | 
d | Thief ſteals him over Night, in the Morning when they ſee the Lock | 
1] on him, they will turn him up, for the {ud Lock cannot be fled off, Att 
P nor broke; and the Expence ot it will be but TWo Shillings each Lock, l 
3 It muſt not be put on too tight, neither too big. | \ WM 
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That Night I and Burk went over Clar den Down, toward; © 
Trowbride in Wiliſpire, but not on any Deſign of robbing ; and 
oing down the Hill at the watering Place, we met a Poſt Chaiſe, 9 
which Burt (wore he would go and rob: I denied to gowith him, 
but he {till ſwoye he would: I aſked him as we followed the 
Chaiſe, if he thought I was mad, todo ſuch a Thing fo near 


Bath, and juſt as I came out of a Houſe I was ſo well known in, 
but he again ſwore he would do it himſelf, if I would not go 
with him: "Then I thought with myſelf if he was taken, I ſhould 
be in as much Danger as he, for being with him juſt before ; ſo 


I conſented to go with him. I deſired him not to be onttty of | 4 


any Miſchief, or hurt any Perſon, for that four Men were as 
eu ſily robbed as one, and that the Sight of a Piſtol unawares, is a 
great Terror to any Man ; and without they fire at me, don't 
fire at them; he told me he would not: Then I rode up to the 
Chaiſe, and bid the Boy ſtand; but I believe he did not hear me, 
for he kept on. The World may think it is falſe, but I aſſure 
them it is true, as J am not ſure whether I am for Life or Death: 
If being dark before I got up with the Chaiſe, I did not know 
whether the Windows were up or down, but J ran my Hand thro? 
the Glaſs, and cut my Fingers all acroſs; and I believe in drawing 
my Hand out of the Window, I pulled down the Cock of m 

Piſtol, for it went off thro' both Windows unexpectedly ; but 
I thought at firſt the Fire came from the Chaiſe, til} I put my 


Hand on the Cock and felt itdown ; and Burk (he being behind 


the Chaiſe } alſo thought the Fire came from the Chaiſe at me, 
as he told me afterwards, which was the Occaſion of his firing. 
Then we had no Piſtol loaded, for we had fired a Brace juft be 
fore at a Markzon the Down. The World hath faid that I threat- 
ened the Child's Lite, but I declare I had not ſuch a Thought, 
for Mr. Hancock gave her to me, deſiring me not to hurt her, 
and I took her in my Arms, and kiſſed her, and then ſet her 
down : I do not deny but there was very bad opprobious Lan- 
guage paſled at firſt, but at lait if any Body had come by they 
would not have known what we were at, It was reported we got 


above thirty Pounds from Mr. Hancock, but I do aſſure the World 


we got no more than one Guinea and half in Gold, and about 
fix Shillings & Six- pence in Silver, his Gold Watch, and a great 
Quantity of his Lady's wearing Apparel and Child's Linen. 

After this Robbery, we went directly back to St.... G. . 's, 
but they were all in Bed, except AH. . ) G. ., whom I called 
down, and ſhe let us in and made a Fire, and got us a Tankard 
of Teddy, and then called up her Huſpand, who came down 
directly, aud we told him and his Wife what we had done; 
and Burk fetched in all tne Phings we had robbed Dr. Hancock 
of, in order to ſhew them, and St.. G.., took the Gold Watch in 
his Hand: I then aſked 4. . ) G. ., to lend me a Wallet (which 
ine did) to pack up the Things in, and ſhe folded up tae Gowns 
as 
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as well as ſhe could ; for ſhe ſaid it would ſpoil them to rumple 
them; and ſhe aſſiſted us in putting them into the Wallet: I 
then aſked St... G. . if he had any Gunpowder to load our Piſtols 
with, who took down a Fowling Piece that lay on the Rack 
in his Kitchen, drew the Charge, and gave me the Gunpowder : 


Then J aſked M.... G... for a Spoon and a Pipe to make two 


Brace of Balls to load our Piſtols with, which ſhe gave me, 


and they both aſſiſted me in making them, and in loading our 


Piſtols: Burk aſked M--y G- if the was not afraid to ſee us 
load our Piſtols ; ſhe ſaid, No; they are not the firſt I have 
ſeen loaded by Night in this Kitchen :“ She then hathed us 


ſome Veal. I bought a Bay Gelding of S..n G-- for ſix Pounds, 


1 and then we drank four or five Tankards of Toddy, and paid 
our Reckoning; and M-- G-- fail, © I would have you get 
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N as far as you can by Day-light, and ſend to us, and we will ſend 


you Word what News there is at Bath“ 
We ſet out again for Clerken Down, and ſo by the Glaſs- 


i Houſe, where Burk ſtole a Bay Gelding with a Pack Saddle. 
Me went that Morning to Wells before we baited, and at Night 
to Taunton, and the next Day to Exeter. Burk, as ſoon as he put 


up his Horſe, went to one V... C..*s, a H.., in Northgate 


: frireet, and told him what he had done, and gave him his Piſtols 


to lock up for him, and faid, ©* Baxter will come and bring his 
to you by by; he ſaid, and welcome”, Juſt after I went to 
C...'s Shop, but Burk was not there; when C.... told me what 
Burk had told him, and ſaid, I have locced up his Piſtols, ſhall 
I lock up yours; I ſaid no, I will not put mine out of my Pockets. 
Then I told him I had been on the Scamp, and what I had robbed 
the Chaiſe of; I ſhowed him the Gold Watch, and told him 
what rich Clothes we had got to ſell: He wanted me to change 
Watches with him, the Gold one for a Silver one, which he {aid 


was got the ſame Way up at the Start, that is, London, and ſent 


him down as a Preſent by a Family Man, but that it was chriſ- 


tened before it came, that is, the Name and Number taken out 
and others put in. He told me if I would bring a Gowa to 
his Houſe, he had a Siſter-in-law who. fold old Clothes, the 
ſhould buy it of me, and would ſay they were his Wife's : Ac- 
cordingly he went with me to the Inn, and I ſhowed him the 
Gown ; and I gave him ſome of the Child's Caps and a Gown, 
and ſome other Things, which he carried to his Houſe and kept 
for me, he well knowing the ſame to be ſtolen and from whence, 
and that they were got on the Highway. "The ſaid C.,, Brow: 
and I, were never apart lai? Lammas Afizes at Exon ; for Brown 
knew im for twelve Years laſt in London, and they had been out 


together on the Sneak: He is an old Family Man, and left 


London on that Occaſion, and came into the Country, 


as 
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The ok and 26th of March, one and his Wife paid 
came to me, and bought a Shirt and a great Coat of Dr. Han- then 


cock's Servant's, Which we ſtole from the Chaiſe; I told him 3 it wW. 
he mult take off the Buttons and Lining, which he did accord- mai 


ingly; ; and when it was aſked for, he denied it; but afterwards MF T 


it was found in his Cuſtody. One of the above two Days he and have 
his Wife came to the Goal of Exon, and fetched out a Fly Pet- gene 


ticoat and Sack; and ſhe put them under her Petticoats, and 
ſaid, Nobody will mind what I carry out of Priſon, becauſe I am 
always bringing Things in and out here, and at any Time we 
will give you as much as any Body hall, for any Thing that 
lies in our W ay: 1 55 both well knew thoſe Things to be ſto- 
len. 
Alt the fame Time one ---- and his Wife came to the ſaid 
Priſon ; and he told me he would ſerve me or Mrs. Baxter at 
any Time, and ſecrete any Thing for me or her: Accordingly 
Mrs. Baxter gave them a great Quantity of wearing Apparel, 
which he and the told me afterwards iney had ſent to Launce iton : 
and I was forced to hire a Horſe for him, which coſt mne five Shil - 
inzs, and two Shillings and Six-pence for his Trouble to fetch 
the fail Taings back again, they having ſent away thoſe Things 
unknown to me or Mrs. Baxter, at the ſame Time both 
knowing them to be ſtolen, for I told them they were. And if 
it were not for ſuch Pe 'ople as thai? I have mentioned in this 
Freatiſe, Sharping and '{hieving would be but a miſerable Cal- = V 
ling; and in ſhort, if the World will allow me to be a Judge the 
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of the Matter, I think it but a diſmal Profeſſion at beſt ; for 1 the 
can ſpeak by experimental Knowledge, that a Man that follows mac 
this Way of Living, can never be at Reſt Night nor Day: Such mu 
has been my unhappy N for a great "while:; tor as the E Bod 
wiſe Man 41ait h, A wounder! Conſcience W793 can bear? $: can 


1 forgot to mention a LSCpe-1752.-1 and John Brown alias out 
Dawſon, William Elger, John Alle n, alias Robet Jones, alias gaga 


bf 
Robert Graham, went to Waynill Fair, where we met Tnomas = Car 
B. .. s, & A.. m G fs Of Sh. ng and we agree d among us to buy N x 
2 Or 300 Sheep of one Mr. Medlicot, of Sheſton, a Ne eig hbour ple 
of B...'s and G...g's, and never pay for them ; but I coming late tog 
tothe Fair, the Sheep were all fold, and we then agreed to met I tho 
at Appleſhaw Fair, on the fame Purpoſe, We then went on the II 
marping Lay, and Allen pick'd up a young Countryman, that II 
came out of Suflex to buy Shecp, and his Shepherd with him; S wh 
we defrauded him of fourtcen Guineas and his Watch, and drank for 
plentitully of Wine while we were at work; 8 Wen his G. 
Money was gone, took him out at on Door of the Booth, while for 
the Sailor went out at the other; but the Countryman foon 5 


returned 
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returned again, and finding we were gone, the Reckonin 
paid, and half a Bottle of Wine left upon the Table, 

then diſcovered, tho” too late, that he was bit: However, he bore 

it with Patience: and he and his Man ſat down and drank the Re- 


= mainder of the Bottle of Wine before they departed, 


The next Day we went to a Booth that was Flaſh, (we always 


have two or three Booths or Houſes in every Fair F laſh, as we 
I general] ſpend a great Deal of Money every Fair Day.) [ picked 
up an old 

BY bim into the ſame Booth to ſpend the Shilling, where the Sailor 
and Capper was ; the Sailor aſked the old Man to change a Gui- 
nnea, and finding he had not much Money, laid him a Guinea 
that neither he nor I could borrow fifteen Guineas in half an 
Hour: I went theold Man's Halves ; but the Sailor ſaid he muſt 
not bring any Perſon with him, but muſt come by himſelf : Ac- 
cordingly he and I went out together, and borrowed the Money 


Man that fold Cheeſe, by dropping a Shilling, and took 


of the old Man's Son, and came back and won the Guinea, The 
old Man was fo rejoiced at his good Luck, that expecting to 
win all the Sailor's Money, he made a Stake for the Whole, and 
loſt it at the firſt Prick. We both went to borrow more, but 
when we came back the Sailor and his Companion were gone, 
as the Landlord told us, ſo we parted. We then went to our firſt 
Booth, where I ſtaid within, and my Companions that were 
out at Work, brought in the Maſter of a Sloop belonging to 
Portſmouth, by finding Halt a Crown ; we laid him the ſame 
Wager that he did not borrow twenty Guineas i in half an Hour; 
the Sailor had upwards of one Hundred Guineas 1n his Pocket ; 

the Captain went out and borrowed twenty-two Guineas, and 


made Stakes for the Whole, and loſt ; He cried and ſtamped very 


much ; but the Landlord came and turned him and us out of his 
Booth; and ſaid we were all a Parcel of Rogues, that we all 
came in together, and ſhould all go out together ; ; foweall went 
out together at one Door, but I and my Companions returned 
again at the other, and ſtaid and drank very plentifully: : We 
carried forty-five Pounds out of the Fair. 

'The Beginning of November, we, the fame four, went to Ap- 
pleſhaw Fa air, to meet B---s and G- g; accordingly we all met 


together, and agreed what to do with Medlicott: B---$ and Gg 


ſhowed me Medlicott's Penns, and I bought one Hundred and 
11 Sheep of him, and deſired him to come down to the Iron-Pear- 


Tree, where I would pay him for the Sheep: He aſked me 


what Country I belonged to; B---s and Gs had told me be- 
fore to fay, Brackley in Northamptonſhire, which I did ; B..s, 
G.. g, and my Accomplices, were at the Iron Peir-Tree waiting 
for us, and we going into the ſame Room, B....s ſaid, © How do 
you do, Mr, Poulter ?” I anſwered, “ at your Service, W] hat, ſays 
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The WAY that Convicts return from Tranſportation, and 
the only Way to prevent it. 


Are they are in any Part of North America, the general Way 
is this; juſt before they go on board a Ship, their Friend or 
Accomplices purchaſe their Freedom from the Merchant or 
Captain that belongs to the ſaid Ship, for about ten Pounds 
Sterling ; ſome gives more, and ſome leſs : Then the Friend of 
the Convict or Convicts, gets a Note from the Merchant, or 
Captain, that the Perſon is free to go unmoleſted when the Ship 
arrives between the Capes of Virginia where they pleaſe, But I 
never heard of any Convict that came back again in the ſame 
Ship they went over in ; for the Merchant or Captain gives a 
Bond to the Sheriff of the County where ſuch Convicts go from, 
to leave them in America, and they get a Receipt from the Cuſ- 
tom there ; but as there are Ships coming Home every Week, 


if they can pay their Paſſage they are refuſed in no Ship. Some 


Men will work their Paſſage back again, and them that cannot 
free themſelves, take an Opportunity of running away from their 
Maſter, and lay in the Woods by Day, and travel by Night for 
Philadelphia, New York, or Boſton ; in which Places no Queſtions 
are aſked them. This encourages a great many to commit Rob- 
beries more than they would, becauſe they ſay they donot mind 
_ Tranſportation, it being but four or five Months "Pleaſure: for 
they can get their Freedom and come Home again.---I knew one 
that never went over, but bribed ſome of the Ship? s Crew lyin 
inthe Tranſport Hole, Briſtol. Her Name was Elizabeth Conner. 
think it was in 1748, ſhe was convicted at the ſaid City for 
picking Pockets, and was ordered for I ranſportation, but is now 
in England, which I gave an Account of to Mr, Stokes, an At- 
torney at Law in Briſtol. 

To preventany Convict coming back before their limited Time 
is out, is for the Government to lay a Charge or Fine on ſuch 
Merchant or Captain not to free them before Hand, and for the 


Colonies in America to do as they do in the Iſlands in the Weſt- 


Indies, that no Perſon or Perſons can go on board any home- 
ward bound Ship, without publiſhing his or her Name on the 
publick Croſſes ſuch a Number of Days before; and for ſuch 
Perſon or Perſons to bring a Certificate from the Governor, with 
Proof that he or ſhe is not intended, nor a Convict ; that would 
prevent ſuch a Number of Convicts coming back again before 
their Time is expired, 
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returned again, and finding we were gone, the Reckoning 
paid, and half a Bottle of Wine left upon the Table, 
then diſcovered, tho” too late, that he was bit: However, he bore 
it with Patience, and he and his Man ſat down and drank the Re- 


mainder of the Bottle of Wine before they departed. 


The next Day we went to a Booth that was Flaſh, (we always 
have two or three Booths or Houſes in every Fair Flaſh, as we 
generally ſpend a great Deal of Money every Fair Day.) I picked 
up an old Man that fold Cheeſe, by dropping a Shilling, and took 
him into the ſame Booth to ſpend the Shilling, where the Sailor 
and Capper was ; the Sailor aſked the old Man to change a Gui- 
nea, and finding he had not much Money, laid him a Guinea 
that neither he nor I could borrow fifteen Guineas in half an 
Hour: I went theold Man's Halves ; but the Sailor ſaid he muſt 
not bring any Perſon with him, but muſt come by himſelf : Ac- 
cordingly he and I went out together, and borrowed the Mone 


of the old Man's Son, and came back and won the Guinea. The 


old Man was fo rejoiced at his good Tuck, that expecting to 
win all the Sailor's Money, he made a Stake for the whole, and 
loſt it at the firſt Prick. We both went to borrow more, but 
when we came back the Sailor and his Companion were gone, 
as the Landlord told us, ſo we parted. We then went to our firlt 
Booth, where I ſtaid within, and my Companions that were 


out at Work, brought in the Maſter of a Sloop belonging to 


Portſmouth, by finding Half a Crown; we laid him the ſame 
Wager that he did not borrow twenty Guineas in half an Hour ; 
the Sailor had upwards of one Hundred Guineas in his Pocket ; 
the Captain went out and borrowed twenty-two Guineas, and 
made Stakes for the Whole, and loſt : He cried and ſtamped very 
much ; but the Landlord came and turned him and us out of his 
Booth, and ſaid we were all a Parcel of Rogues, that we all 


came in together, and ſhould all go out together; fo we all went 


out together at one Door, but 1 and my Companions returned 
again at the other, and ftaid and drank very plentifully : We 
carried forty-five Pounds out of the Fair. 

The Beginning of November, we, the ſame four, went to Ap- 
pleſhaw Fair, to meet B---s and G---g ; accordingly we all met 
together, and agreed what to do with Medlicott : B---s and G--g 
ſhowed me Medlicott's Penns, and J bought one Hundred and 
11 Sheep of him, and defired him to come down to the iron-Pear- 
Tree, where I would pay him for the Sheep: He aſked me 
what Country I belonged to; B---s and - s had told me be- 
fore to ſay, Brackley in Northamptonſhire, which J did; B..s, 
G.., g,; and my Accomplices, were at the Iron Per- Tree waiting 
for us, and we going into the fame Room, B.. . s {aid, Ho do 
you do, Mr, Poulter?“ Tanſweres, “ at your Service. What, ſays 
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The WAY that Convicts return from 3 and 
the only Way to prevent it. 


Af ter 5er are in any Part of North America, the general Way 
is this; juſt before they go on board a Ship, their Friend or 
Accomplices purchaſe their Freedom from the Merchant or 
Captain that belongs to the ſaid Ship, for about ten Pounds 
Sterling; ſome gives more, and ſome leſs : Then the Friend of 
the Convitt or Convicts, gets a Note from the Merchant, or 
Captain, that the Perſon is free to go unmoleſted when the Ship 
arrives between the Capes of Yirgizia where they pleaſe. But I 
never heard of any Convict that came back again in the ſame 
Ship they went over in; for the Merchant or Captain gives a 
Bond to the Sheriff of the County where ſuch Convicts go from, 
to leave them in America, and they get a Receipt from the Cuſ- 
tom there; but as there are Ships coming Home every Week, 
if they can pay their Paſſage they are refuſed in no Ship. Some 
Men will work their Paſſage back again, and them that cannot 
free themſelves, take an Opportunity of running away from their 
Maſter, and lay in the Woods by Day, and travel by Night for 
Philadelphia, New York, or Beſton; in which Places no Queſtions 
are aſked them. This encourages a great many to commit Rob- 
beries more than they would, becauſe they ſay they do not mind 
Tranſportation, it being but four or five Months Pleaſure, for 
they can get their Freedom and come Home again.---I knew one 
that never went over, but bribed ſome of the Ship? s Crew lying 
inthe Tranſport Hole, Bri/ol. Her Name was Elizabeth Conner. 
I think it was in 1748, ſhe was convicted at the ſaid City for 
picking Pockets, and was ordered for Tranſportation, but is now 
in England, which I gave an Account of to Mr. Stokes, an At- 
torney at Law in Bri/tol. 

To preventany Convict coming back before e their limited Time 
is out, is for the Government to lay a Charge or Fine on ſuch 
Merchant or Captain not to free them before Hand, and for the 
Colonies in America to do as they do in the Iſlands in the Weſt- 
Indies, that no Perſon or Perſons can go on board any home- 
ward bound Ship, without publithing his or her Name on the 
publick Croſſes ſuch a Number of Days before; and for ſuch 


Perſon or Perſons to bring a Certil 1a from the Governor, with 


that would 
Toms again before 


Proof that he or ſhe is not intended, nor a Convict ; 
prevent ſuch a Number of Convitts coming 
their Time is expired. 
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A full Diſcovery of Thieving and Defraud. 
ing in all Shapes 


V 


To caution all Shopkeepers and Saleſmen againſt Shop- 


ülttters of both Sexes; and the beſt Way to pre vent their 
V.illanies 1s as tollows: 


1 ＋ H ER E ſhall be generally three Perſons together, called 
52s in Cant Prigger Lifts, or Files. They ſhall go by a Shop 
or Standing, to ſee if there are any Goods down on the Counter; 
if not, one of them ſhall go to the Shop or Standing, and call for 
Goods of different Sotts to beſhewed him or her, and then comes 
in the other two, who take no Notice of the other that went” in 
before ; he or the buys ſomething, the Counter being covered 
= with Goods; one of the two ſhall look over the Goods, while the 
3 other {hall plant a Piece under the reft, not opened, altho' one 
; 
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or more Perſons be behind the Counter at the ſame Time, who ; 
ſhall not ſee them by Reaſon they will open a Piece of Stuff and 

22 hold it up between the Owner and their Partner that fits down 
with her Petticoats half up ready for the Word nap it; then ſhe 
puts it between her Carriers (that is a Cant Word for L highs,) 

and then gets up and lets her Clothes drop, agreeing and paying 

for what they like, and fo walks off, and can walk very wel! 
without putting her Hands to hold it; then going into a Yard 


or Entry, their Partner takes it from them: Some in the fame 
Manner ſecrete Good under their Cloaks, and if ſmall Pieces; 
in their under Petticoats, half tucked up: If it be a Box of Rib- 
bons, they will pame a Piece or two in ons Hand, while the Shop- 


keeper meaſures a Yard or two on the Counter ; they have 4 
Hlandkerchief on Purpoſe, when taking it up tw wipe indir Noſe, 
they put it with the Ribbons into their Pocket; but you mult 
' obſerve, if they do not prig any Goods they will not buy any 
But to prevent them, you muſt obſerve-at Fairs and Mat kts, that 
theſe Sort of Peoplecall fora great many Sort of Goods, ill the 
Counter is full, on Purpote, they ſee ming difficult to be pleaſed. 
All Shopkeepers to prevent this, ſhould put by ont Sort ot Goods, 
before they take down another, 
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is done to deceive the Flat: Then faith Cappe., what na vou 
done with the Stick and String, Sailor? He anſwers, What, that 
which I bought of the Boys; it is in my Pocket, but I will not 
{ell it to any of you; and then he pulls out the Old Nobb, and faith, 
What do you think I gave for it? I gave but 6d. and as much 
Brandy as the two Boys could drink : Capper cries, it is but a 
Piece of Lether ; It is made out of a Monkey's Hide, as the 
Boys told me, ſays the Sailor ; and they told me there is a Game 
to be played with it, which Nobody can do twice together; I 
will go down on boat d Ship, and play with my Captain, and 
I do not fear but I ſhall will his Ship and Cargo: Then they all 
laugh, and the Sailor makes up the 0% Neb, and the Capper 
lays a Shilling, and pricks himſelf and wins; the Sailor cries 
you are a Dab, I will not lay you any more; but if you will call 
any Stanger, [ will lay again: Why if you think me a Dab, as 
you call it, I will get this ftrange Gentleman, or this, pointing 
(pointing to the F lat) Done, cries the Sailor, but you ſhall not 
tell him ; then he make up the Nobb, and Capper lays a Shil- 
ling, Flat pricks, and ſays to him, you ſhall go Six-pence if you 
will ; they win, and Capper ſays to the Flat, can you lend me Half 
a Crown ? on Purpoſe to find the Depth of his Pocket ; and if 
they ſec a good deal of Gold, he muſt win three or four 'T; imes ; 
if no Gold, but twice, and o go and pick up others. Sometimes 
the Flat bas no Money ; then the Sailor cries I have more Mo- 
ney than any Man in the Fair; and pulls out his Purſe full of 
Gold ; and tays, Not one of you can borrow twenty or thirty 
Pounds ia Half an Hour's Time for a Guinea: Capper cries, I 
have laid out all mine; Farmer, can you, I'll go your Halves, if 
you think you can do it: The Sailor ſays, you muſt not bring 
any Body with you ; then the Dropper goes with the Flat, and 
ſays you muſt not tell your Friend it is for a Wager, if you do 
he will not lend it you. Flat goes and borrows it, and brings it 
to the Sailor, thows it him, and wins the Wager; then the Sai- 
lor pitcheth the Nobb again, and the Capper whiſpers to the. 
Flat to prick out this Time, ſaying it will make the Sailor the 
more eager to lay; we may as well win his! Money as not, for 
he will ſpend it elſe upon Whores: Flat loſes on Purpoſe; then 
the Sailor ſwears, pullsout his Money, throws it about the Room, 
and cries, No Man can win for ever, and then lays a Guinea, 
but will not let him prick, but throws down hve Guineas; and 
the Capper urging the Flat, and going his Halves, the Sailor 
ſaith my Cabbin Boy wil lay as much as that, I'Il lay no leſs 
than twenty Guincas ; the Capper eries, Las, Farmer, and 
take up the Forty : The Money being down, the Capper 
eries, is th: Nobb flang a, Sailor? who ſays it is flown, 
which ſignifies one E i is drop't, and puts out tlie Plat. 
When he has loſt, the Dropper cries, come near, and the 
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15 © To caution all Shopkeepers and Saleſmen againſt Shop- 


lifters of both Sexes ; and the beſt Way to prevent their 
Villanies is as follows: 


9 HE RE ſhall be generally three Perſons together, called 
in Cant Prigger Lifts, or Files. They ſhall go by a Shop 
or Standing, to ſee if there are any Goods down on the Counter; 
if not, one of them ſhall go to the Shop or Standing, and call for 4 
Goods of different Sorts to beſhewed him or her, and then comes — 
in the other two, who take no Notice of the other that went in 
before ; he or ſhe buys ſomething, the Counter being covered 
with Goods; one of the two ſhall look over the Goods, While the 
other ſhall plant a Piece under the reſt, not opened, altho' one 
or more Perſons be behind the Counter at the ſame. 'Time, who 
ZZ ſhall not ſee them by Reaſon they will open a Piece of Stuff and 
> hold it up between the Owner and their Partner that fits down 
with her Petticoats half up ready for the Word nap it; then the 
puts it between her Carriers (that is a Cant Word for Thighs,) 
and then gets up and lets her Clothes drop, agrecing and paying | 
B or what they like, and fo walks off, and can walk very well 
without putting her Hands to hold it ; then going into a Yard 
5 or Entry, their Partner takes it from tem Some in the ſame 
Manner ſecrete Good under their Cloaks, and if ſmall Pieces, 
. in their under Petticoats, half tucked up: If it be a Box of Rib- 
bons, they will pame a Piece or two in one Hand, while the Shop- 
pet meaſures a Yard or two on the Counter ; they have a 
: Handkerchief on Purpoſe, when taking it up to wipe their Noſe, 
F | ty put it with the Ribbons into their Pocket; but you muſt 
- obſerve, if they do not prig any Goods they will not buy any : 
| But to prevent them, you mult obſerve at Fairs and Markets, that 
| theſe Sort of Peoplecall fora great many Sort of Goods, *till the 
Counter is full, on Purpoſ- they ſeeming difficult to be pleaſed. 
All Shopkcepers to ovens Mia, thould put by one Sort oi Groo45 
| before they take down another, | 
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is done to deceive the Flat : Then ſaith Capper, what have you 
done with the Stick and String, Sailor ? He anſwers, What, that 
which I bought of the Boys; it is in my Pocket, but I will not 
{ell it to any of you; and then he pulls out the Old Nobb, and faith, 
What do you think L gave for it? I gave but 6d. and as much 
Brandy as the two Boys could drink : Capper cries, it is but a 
Piece of Lether ; It is made out of a Monkey's Hide, as the 
Boys told me, ſays the Sailor ; and they told me there is a Game 
to be, played with it, which Nobody can do twice together; I 
will go down on board Ship, and play with my Captain, and 
I do not fear but 1 ſhall will his Ship and Cargo: Then they all 
laugh, and the Sailor makes up the Old Nobb, and the, Capper 
lays a Shilling, and pricks himſelf and wins; the Sailor cries 
you are a Dab, I will not lay you any more; but if you will call 
any Stanger, I will lay again: Why if you think me a Dab, as 


you call it, I will get this ſtrange Gentleman, or this, pointing 


(pointing to the Flat) Done, cries the Sailor, but you ſhall not 
tell him ; then he make up the Nobb, and Capper lays a Shil- 
ling, Flat pricks, and ſays to him, you ſhall go Six-pence it you 
will ; they win, and Capper fays to the Flat, can you lend me Halt 
a Crown? on Purpoſe to find the Depth of his Pocket; and if 
they ſee a good deal of Gold, he muſt win three or four Times; 


if no Gold, but twice, and ſo go and pick up others. Sometimes 


the Flat has no Money ; then the Sailor cries I have more Mo- 
ney than any Man in the Fair; and pulls out his Purſe full of 
Gold; and ſays, Not one of you can borrow twenty or thirty 
Pounds in Half an Hour's Time for a Guinea: Capper cries, | 
have laid out all mine; Farmer, can you, Pll go your Halves, if 
you think you can do it: The Sailor ſays, you muſt not bring 
any Body with you ; then the Dropper goes with the Flat, and 
ſays you muſt not tell your Friend it is for a Wager, if you do 
he will not lend it you. Flat goes and borrows it, and brings it 


to the Sailor, ſhows it him, and wins the Wager; then the Sa- 


tor pitcheth the Nobb again, and the Capper whiſpers to the 
Flat to prick out this Time, ſaying it will make the Sailor the 
nore cager to lay; we may as well win his Money as not, for 
he will ſpend it elſe upon Whores: Flat loſes on Purpoſe ; then 
the Sailor ſwears, pulls out his Money, throws it about the Room, 
and cries, No Man can win for ever, and then lays a Guinea, 
but will not let him prick, but throws down five Guineas; and 
the Capper urging the Flat, and going his Halves, the Sailor 
faith my Cabbin Boy will lay as much as that, I'II lay no leſs 
than twenty Guineas ; the Capper cries, Lay, Farmer, and 
take up the Forty: The Money being down, the Capper 


cries, is the Nobb flang'd, Sailor? who fays it is flown, 
which ſignifies one End is drop't, and puts out the Flat. Þ ; 
When he has loſt, the Dropper cries, come near, and the | 


Sailor 


5 
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® Sailor cries, Miſſel the Gloke ; then the Dropper takes him by 
the Arm and has him out of Doors; and the Reckoning bein 
paid, the Capper and Sailor follow after, and run another Way: 
When they are out of Sight, the Dropper faith to the Flat, 
Go you back and play with the Sailor for a Shilling, whilſt I 
go and borrow ſome Money; but when the Flat goes to the 
> Houſe, he finds them gone, and then he knows he is bit, but 
not till he has dearly paid for it. 


3F The Deceiving Art called MasoN ING. 


5 : WEETEER are a Set of People that give Paper for Goods 
2 


. 


S likely Fellow to be taken in, the other Perſon is to aſk the 


b Farmer thinks; and the Maſoner's Man tells him what Money 
he has offered the Farmer, and they begin to talk about the 
2 loweſt Price: The Maſoner then goes out, that they may have 


an Opportunity of telling the Farmer what a topping Dealer 
place,) and that his Note is worth five hundred Pounds: The 
= Maſoner ſoon returns, and ſays I can't find the Gentleman I have 
a Draft upon, and I don't know what to do for Money to pay 
for the Goods I have bought To-day ; I mult order them to 


meet meat fuch a Place, and mentions the Per:onz Names 


Ke 
ag 
* 
5 
1 
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where he knows the Farmer uſes: The Farmer hearing this, 
ſays, I know them very well; the Maſoner then aſks him whether 
be comes that Way, and the Farmer telling him he does, 
he ſays, that's right then; tell me the loweſt Price of your 
Cattle; I cannot pay you now, but I will pay you the next 
Market Day, at the Place as before mentioned; I ſuppole taat 
will not be any Difference to you, Farmer: No, anſwers th 
| Perſon that brought him in, your Note is worth a thoaland 
Pounds; you will give your Promiſſory Note for the Money, & 
any Dealer in the Fair will take it, paying a ſmall Diſcount, for 
it's as good as the Bank of England. This generally makes the 
Agreement, the Note is taken, & the Cattle are drove away, & 
Þ {old directly to another Dealer, Toll-free. There are Dealers wait- 
ing on Purpoſe to buy ſuch Goods; for they buy them cheap, be- 
cauſe they know them to coſt 5 Money bu Paper. The poor Far- 
mer 


where the Maſoner is fitting paying Money for Cattle, as the 


he is, and where he lives (but it muſt be in ſome Country 


* a ' — — — — 
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| mer goes to the Place appointed, thinking to receive his Money, 
| but to his Grief finds himſelf bit. int 
| DUDDERS. = ſev 


[| 1 are a Settof People that reſort to Fairs & Markets, un- 7 
5 der Pretence of being Smugglers, and ſelling nothing but 
| prohibited Goods; at the ſame Time they are ordinary Goods 
made in England. They walk about the Fair till they fee a Perſon Y 
fit for their Purpoſe,whom they tell that they can ſell very cheap, for 
and take him into a Houſe or Booth to ſhew their Goods, and orf 


—— 
—— 


deſire him to make Haſte, for Fear of the Exciſemen; for if ge gj 
i ſhould come they ſhould loſe all their Goods: The Ignorant fa 
i are by theſe Means deceived, and generally give double the Va- hie 
|| lue for the Goods they buy. At other Times they will go to a or 
1 Farm-Houſe, and tell the Farmer that they have got a Horſe pe 
[ or two loaded with rich Goods of all Sorts ; if he will ſecrete H 
[| them, they'll make him a very handſome Preſent, and then they in 
. ſhew him an Aſſortment of the Goods, ſuch as embroider'd Han- oc 
i kerchiefs, Aprons and Ruffles : Perhaps theſe Things will coſt the 


them forty Shillings, and look worth ten or twelve Pounds; and ane 
j they will want to borrow three Times their Value on them, un- the 
der Pretence that their Goods are left at another Place for a * ca 
| ſmall Sum, and never fetch them again; neither have they any 
more Goods than what they have with them. They will ſome- 
times pretend to leave a Bag of Tea, which generally proves to 

be a Bag of Saw-Duſt, with a little Tea at the Top, juſt at 

the Mouth of the Bag. This is called a Dumb-Lock. | 


U TT 


if ORSE-DEALERS. There are generally three of them 
1 together at a Fair; their Method is to buy Horſes that 5 
are bucked *, or that have the Sniches, Pipers, or Grogs, on Pur- 7 
poſe to deceive ignorant People in changing them. One ſhall lead 7 
a Horſe about, and another 1hall look out for a Mouth ꝓ that hasa | * 
Horle to ſe l or change; then the other Perſon ſhall go and aſk | 
the Frice of the Gibber's Horſe, and he aſks treble the Value of . 
it before the AZozth's Face, and the Bidder up ſhall bid within a 
Crown ot the Money that the Gibber aſks, on Purpoſe to make the 
Alcuth believe that the Horſe is worth the Money: The Mouth upon 
this is cager to change, ſometimes giving & ſometimes taking Money 

| into 
* A Horſe backed, is one almoſt blind ; Sziches, is glandered; Pi- 


pers, is broken winded ; gregged, is foundered, jacked 3 is ſpavened. 
| + An ignorant Perfon; 
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into the Bargain, when at the ſame Time the Mouth's Horſe 
is worth three or four of the Gibber's; they ſometimes take in 
ſeveral in a Day in this Manner, 


TURNERRS adPINCHERS. 


WO of them go together, one of whom gets as man 

. Half Crowns as he can, and goes intoa Houſeor Booth, &calls 
for Liquor, and then aſks the Landlord or Landlady for Change 
of Half a Crown, who generally pulls out a Handful of Silver to 
give them two Shillings and Six-pence, and the other Perſon 
ſays you need not change; then he ſecretes a Shilling between 
his Finger and Thumb, and turns his Hand upſide down over his 
or her's, & by that Means will get ſeveral Shillings in a Day. If a 
Perſon pulls out a Handful of Silver to give them Change for 
Half a Crown, they will aſk for a Queen Anze's Six-pence to put 
in a Letter; the Perſon being ignorant of their Intent, lets them 
look in their Hand or Purſe; and if there is Gold in the ſame 
they are ſure to loſe it, by his pinching it between the Thumb 


and middle Fnger ; they then thank them and go their Way, 


the People not knowing they have loſt any Thing. I therefore 
caution People not to give Change in that Manner. 


Ringing 1 U & 8 and SE. A TS. 


P E OP E in Fairs or Markets in the Summer, are apt to 
A give their great Coats to the Maids, and put their Names on 
it with a Piece of Paper ; the Servant cannot remember every 
Coat, and the Sharper comes in and writes his Name on his 
Coat that is worth but little, and changes his Note to another 
Coat; he then go-s out, and comes jn preſently and calls for 
the Coat with ſuch a Note on it, and the Servant delivers it 
without Diſpute, and they ſend another to fetch their old Coat. 
They often get ſix or feven Coats in a Day with that old one. 
To prevent this, the Landlord or Servantought to writ: two Notes 
both in one Hand, and to deliver one to the Owner, and pin 
the other on the Coat: And if the Perſon that comes for the 
Coat cannot produce the Note as above, let him not have the 
Coat without good Proof, and that will prevent many D:torders. 


Changing of Saddlesis done by the ſame Sort of People; their 


Horſe has a Rugs or Horſe Cloth on it for that Purpoſe; they 


watch an Opportunity of taking off their own Sadlde, and chang- 


ing it for a good one, putting it on their own Horſe, and tying 
the Cloth over it with a Sirſingle, and then take their Horte away 
and put him to another Inn, n 
| * 


E 2 MILLING 


— 7 - — 
— — ——— — 


14 
11! 
1 
110 
} 
| 
| 
BY 
TE 
4 
4: 
it 
14 
: 
: 


(36) 


MILLING of K E NS. 


Hou. Breaking is always done in the Night : The Perſons 


concerned take a View of the Houſe or Shop the Day be- 
fore to ſee what 1s to be taken, and where to make an Entrance; it 
is gnerally done at Midnight; and ifthere are any Scouts, that is, 


Watchmen, one of the Gang takes him away, under Pretence to 


light him Home, or ſhew him ſome diſtant Houſe, and in the 
mean Time the Work goes on. If they get Entrance, they have 
a dark Lanthorn, and fall to rifling the Houſe, for which Purpoſe 
they carry Sacks, and always know where to tell the Goods before 
they take them: "The World may be ſure if there were no Recei- 
vers there would be no Thieves, for they are the whole Encoura- 
gers of Vice. Lo prevent ſuch Robberics, I beg Leave to acquaint 


all Shopkeepers and Houſe-keepers, to put the fore Lock of the 


Bolt fair with a good Spring, and to have good inſide Bolts to 
their Doors, or a Chain acroſs them, and a ſmall Bell to their 
Doors and Windows, and to keep a little Dog that will bark; you 
may be aſſured it ſuch Things as theſe be done, of not being rob- 


bed, becauſe if a Dog barks or Bell rings, they will not attempt 
any further. | 


The M O RNING Sxra 


N this Zay there are two together; one wears an Apron, 
and the other a great Coat; they go in a Morning juſt as 
the Maids open the Doors and Windows, and glee into them, 
that is, look into them to ſee if there's any Wage of any Sort, 7. e. 


Silver, that may beleft in any of the Rooms laſt Darkey ; that is, 


the laſt Night; they wait au Opportunity till the Maid goes 
to make the 71 inny, that is, the Fire; hen they go in and fiſk 
all the Rooms for Silver or Tuggs, that is, Clothes or any Thing 


that lies in the Way, and puts it in his Apron; and if they find | 


a Beaufet they take all, and pike directly into the firſt Rattler, 
that is, into the firſt Coach, and ſo to their Fence or Lock, and 
napps the Blunt; that is, to the Receiver, and takes the Money 
for it. 
Houſckeepers ought to take Care of their Plate before they 


go to Bed, then they will be ſure not to lofe ity and to keep all 
their lower Rooms locked. 


Tux NIGHT SNEAK. 


HAT is, three or more Perſons go together when *tis 
dark, ſearching of Gentlemen's Houſes, and try the Glats 
if it will jump : that 1 IS, the Windows if they will lift up, or if the 


Seget ; 18 Cubbed, that | 15, the Door locked or bolted; and if the) 7 can 
ge 
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get in Doors, they pike up the Prancers, that is, go up Stairs, 
and fiſk the Lumbers, that is, ſearch the Rooms vhilſt the Peo- 
ple are at Supper in the next Room; two or three ſtanding at 
the Door for fear of a Grab, that is, for Fear of being taken ; and 
if ſo, the others will reſcue him. | 

To prevent this, Houſekeepers ought to have ſpring Locks to 
their Doors, and no Latch ; and if their Windows arc ſaſhed, to 
have at the lower End of the ſaid Window a Spring Ketcher, that 
will ſnap into the Frame, and ſo on the ſecond Floor Windows, 
whichare often got into by the Help of a Jacob ; that is, a Lad- 
der. 5 

I have known a Sneakſman in the Morning, fetch down Stairs 
a Bed tied up in a Blanket, and meet the Maſter at the Door ; 
who ſaid what have you got there? One of your Beds, Sir, replied 
the other, that Madam has ſent to the Upholfterer. 


KID E-LxE, that is done in Cities and great Towns, 


'T Night two or three Sharpers go together from one End 

of the Town to the other, to meet with ſome Prey; one 

goes on one Side of the Street, the otner on the other; and if they 
meet a Man or Maid Servant with a Portmanteau, Box or Bun- 
dle, they follow them until they reſt it; then one of them goes 
to him or her, and ſays Iwill give you a Shilling to carry this 
Letter to that Houſe, becauſe I do not care to go myſelf, but 
don't ftay ; and in the mean Time tney pike with the Booty : 
But if they do not rcit on the Way, one of the Sharpers will go 
up to them, and aſk them where they ar2 going, which ignorant 
People will tell, and which the Sharper makes a Memorandum 
of as he walks, and then goes and tells his Partner of the ſame; 
accordingly he goes forward to the ſaid Noule, being well dreſted 
as they always are; and one ſays tothe otaer, Nap my kelp whilſt 
J ſtall at che Jegger to nap the Slangs from the Cull or Moll; 
that is, take my Hat whilſt I ſtop at the Door to take the Things 
from the Man or Woman ; and jult before he or the comes to the 
Door, the Sharper Comes out at the Door, if opened; if not he 
comes from the Door without a Hat, and cries, What made you 
{tay ſo long? and fo takes the Things of him or her, and bids 
the Perſon go over the Way to that Houſe or Tavern, for ſome 
Beer or a Bottle of Wine, and ſays bring Change for a Guinea, 
or elſe I cannot pay you: While the Perton is gone over, the 
Things are bruſhed, that is, gone, to the great Surprize of the 
Bearer thereof. If theyNight of a Countryman or Woman with. 
the Bundle, aſking the Way, they will go along with them, pre- 
ending to ſhew them, and carry their Bundle or Box for them ; 

and whilſt one takes the Perſon forward, tac other gives them 
the Drop down ſome Yard or Alley, they knowing where to meet 


"7A 4 * 
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| "T3 
| again with the Booty: In the mean Time while the poor ig- 


[ norant Man or Woman is almoſt bereaved of their Senſes, 4 : 
| | | 5 1 Ut 
| | The PETTER LA VS. mar 
| I the) 
| HESE Perſons go three or four Miles out of Town to meet 
| the Rattlers, that is, Coaches, to ſec if there is not a Petter 
| behind, that is, Portmanteau, or Box; if ſo, they will at a pro; 


I! Le per Place cut it off: And if it is in the Boot, they will follow the 
Coach to the Inn or Houſe: One is dreſſed like a Porter, & comes 
to help to unload the Coach, whilſt the other ſtands a little Way 
off, to help away with it. It is generally dark in the Winter by 
Six o Clock, and that is the only Time for this Buſineſs : They 
are the ſame Sharpers at this Lay as at the others. 
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The bold Adventure called the SCAM P. 
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1 IGHWAYMEN are generally Perſons that have 
| been educated in Gaming, and have lived well, and kept 
lewd Women Company; and as they live to that Degree, that 
they cannot ſupport their own Extravagancies, and Fortune at 
Gaming running croſs againſt them, they think on this laſt Shift 


| and take to the Road ; "and after a Hort Time, if ſucceſsful in a fl 
[i Buirneſs, they dreſs out fora Gentleman, and get acquainted witng but 
( the N Glokes of the Inns on the Panny, that is, the Oſtlers 7 ] tl 
i on the Road, and ſome Landlords to give the Intelligence; hi ch ve 
Ill they very commonly do, by hearing Gentlemen talk that put up 

| at their Inns Gentlemen Travellers are apt to call for the 
= Landlord to ſup with them; and then after Supper afking what 
it Newsconcerning the Roadſmen, and a dee telling what Mo- 
if ney they have, and where th J put it and their Notes, and the 


Road they are going, and where they lie the next Night, and fo 
on; and if they do not tell th: Oitler, he will have the Nl AC! 
10 aſk them: And when Mr. Scamp conies he calls for a Bottle or 
if Bowl directly before he aſks wnat News; then if Time permits, 


lj the Landlord repeats it oder and over; whereby he hears all the 
14 

ji News of the Day, and venich Way is beſt to go for Prey, and al- 
I ways leaves ſomething handſome for the Ser vants. 


For thefe Reaſons many Gentlemen are purſued on the Road, 
lhe but fome are met with by Chance. Highwaymen generally croſs 
q you before they ſalute, But! adviſe all Gentlemen Travellers not 
| to divulge what Subſlande tazy have with them to any Lan ilord 
if or the Oltlers, eſpecially within forty Miles of London ; for if Ml 
h they do, they very oft n truſt an Accomplice of the Scamps, and 
who very often turn out themſelves againſt Quarter Day, or 
Chrijimas eſpecially, or they could not live at the Rate they do, 
Ih 


(39) 


and hold their Heads ſo high. I and my Accomplices have 
helped to ſupport a great many of them; and about London eſpe- 
cially, they are half maintained by Scamps, Prigs, and Files: 
But (not to condemn every one, GOD forbid) there are a great 
many Shopkeepers in London who cannot pay their Bills, till 
they have kept Chriſmas in the Country for a few Days. 


PRAD PRIGGERS. 
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> LTORSE-Stealers. They go together always the Day before 
"0 to look over the Grounds for a good Prad or Prads, then at 
Darkey, they buſs them out of the Ground, that is, at Night they 
ſteal the Horſes, then pike thirty or forty Straches that Darkey, 
that is, go thirty or forty Miles that Night, towards the next 
Gaaff to fence them, that is, to the next Fair to ſell them; and 
when they come there, they ſell them to a coaping Cull, that is, 


* 7 


2 Horſe Jockey they know, or a Flat. Firſt they ſell the Horſes 
one to another, and get them book'd with their Marks and Ages, 


and ſome fictious Names and Places, to prevent Accidents ; and 
co prove that they bought them, they get a Voucher of their own 
| 2 Acquaintance to vouch for them, and then they are not afraid 
| 3 to travel with them, becauſe they can prove that they bought 
them. There is not one Horſe Jockey out of ten, but will buy 


Fs 
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24 a ſtolen Horſe of any Prad Prigger that they know, if he comes 
bdaurt forty Straches off, if they know the ſame to be ſtolen ; and 
is I think the Receiver as bad as the Thief of all Kinds; for if there 


were no Receivers, there would be no Thieves. 
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S KIT FARM ERS 


(EK Farmers, are People that go about the Country with 2 
53. falſe Paſs, ſigned by the Church-Wardens and Overſeers of 
> thePariſh or Place that they lived in, and ſome Juſtice of Peace, 
but the Names are all forged : They go about forty Miles from 
that Place to ſome eaſy Juſtice, and get him to ſign it, and { on 
to the next, until they have a great Number of Names to their 
| Brief; and in this Manner they extort Money, under Pretence 
of ſuſtaining Loſs by Fire, or the Diſtemper amongſt the horned 
Cattle; they always appear like Gentlemen Farmers, and have 
2 Voucher with them. They may be detected by ſtrictly exa- 
mining them, and keeping them in Cultody till a Letter is ſent 
to the Place firſt- mentioned in their Brief. 
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FAWS, or GIPSEYS. 


IPSEYS are a People that talk Romney, that is, a Cant that 

no Body underſtands but themſelves ; they always travel in 
BoGi-s, Men, Women and Children, with Horſes and Aﬀes, and 
never lie in Beds, but in Barns or Hedges, pretending them- 
ſelves to be trus Ægyptians, and deceiving ignorant People by 
pretending to tell their Fortunes, and are often ſent for by Per- 
ſons of Faſhion. When they are applied to, they pretend they 


muſt conſult with their Books firſt, and take that Opportunity 
to enquire into the Family, that they may be able to give an 


Account about what is aſked them ; and in this Manner they 
deccive the World. They are great Priggers of Cauncs and Buck- 


_ ct-Chats, that is, Sheep and Fowl]; and the Way they ſteal Sheep 


is this, They go in the Night to ſome Ground or Sheep-Fold. 


and catch a Sheep and break its Neck, and then leave it there 


till Morning ; when the Shepherd or Owner comes in the Morn- 
ing and ſkins it, then the Gipſies beg the Fleſh for their Dogs, 
when at the ſame Time they intend 1t for their 'own eating. 
They are great Priggers of Lulley ; that is, Linen, and ought to 
be taken up and ſent Home as Vagrants. Es 


A 8 . 


EGGARS: They are a very deceitful Set of People in ge- 3 
geral, that deſerve a Prifun more than Relief: Some of them =? 


go in a Sailor's Dreſs, pretending they were Galley Slaves, and 


that their Tongues were cut out by the Tux Es, and their Arms 


were burnt in the Row Galleys. To deceive the World, they cut 
the Strings of their T ongues, and ſwallow it down their Throat, 


that none can perceive it, and make their Arms raw by perpe- 


tual Bliſters; but if they were taken to the whipping Poſt, the ® 
Dumb would fpcak, and thoſe that walk with Crutches would 7; 
ſhift without them. Theſe Impoſtors are a great Nuiſance to 


the Country, and a Hurt to thoſe that are real Objects of Cha- 1 
kity. | 1 


CHANTERS, THAT 18, Ballad Singers, will not ſtick 


to commit any Roguery that lies in their Way. 


BANDEENS are Women that ſell Laces, Garters, and Rib- 


bons. | 
- ERS 


A RE a Sort of Feople that reſort to Fairs and Markets with a 
round Board divided in eight Quarters, and an Iron ſtanding 

in the Middle, that turns round like the Hand of a Clock, which 
they play with for Money, and is à great Encourager of young 
| People 


(Ar) 
People to Vice, who often rob their Parents and Maſters for 
Money to play with at this Game. 


T FTF 


0 "HEY are People that keep a Money Cloth to pliy with 
* Dice; the Chance is very unfair; for ſome are loaded 
ug and fone low, ſo that the Chance T6 ten to one againit 
* you ; the Money Chances being all high and low, and the "Dice 
being thus loaded always run blank, for the Numbers that are 
5 | blank is between high and low, which i is a great Defraud. 


7 1 Ringing of NE D 8 or ST XE '$; 


N 7 


1 Utting off bad Guineas and T hirty-ſix Shilling Pieces: They 
[3 55 give five Shillings for their Guineas, and en Shillings and 
1 ix-pence for their Thirty-fix Shilling Pieces, and they are 
0 made at the Start, that is, London, by two particular People: 
The Sharper being thus furniſhed, goes to a Fair, and when a 
* lat receives Money for his Cattle, he is apt to aſk the firſt he 
meets, if that Money is good; then the Sharper has a quare Ned 
3 or Six ready to change, lo keeps the good, and gives the bad one 
0 the Flat, 
E Another Way they lave got, they will go to a Publick Houſe 
I and call for Liquor. ; then they atk Change for a Ned or Six; 
F k if a Six, they will ſay, g give me a Guinea, and the reſt in Silver; 
98 and they will give the Landlord or Landlady a good Piece of 
5 " oh till the Change is ready, and then lay I can do without it ; 
Z jo takes up the Piece of Gold again and rings it, that is, changes 
: „Mie for a bad one, and then ſay, 1 thought I could do without It, 
but cannot, ſo gives them the quare Ne ed, or Six; and ignorant 
1d | People think it is the ſame they had rk, and fo give them the 
_ Change. By this Means People are Jeceive d. The Money is 
made with Silver double waſhed with Gold. 


LOND ON BILLS. 


| (when knowing themſelves on the failing Hand) who would 
get acquainted with Gamblers and Sharpers, and give to one 
ve hundred Pounds in Bills, and to another Bills of a thou- 


and, thre: Months after Date, when at that Time their Notes 


A a good. The Sharpers go into the Country to ſome Fair vr 
ine other, and there dealing for Beaſts or any other Goods, pay one 
ich half, and give a London Bill for the other: The Bill is ſeat to 


ing | F London, 


O my Knowledge there have been Merchants in London, 


—— ä — A Hee: 


| 

| 
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| London, and the Merchant accepts it; but when the Time of // 
| Payment draws nigh, neither the Drawer nor the Indorſer are Sit 
to be found. 6 = af 
—_— EN 
|; An Explanation of the Language of THIEVES, common, P. 
| called C ANT. Si. 
[| = 72h 
| | RIGS, Files, or 1 Thieves, Pick-pockets and Shop- Me 7. | 81 
[ To plapr; ; to ſecrete. An under T ugg; AN under Petticoat. 5 U 
| Nap. it; rake it. etween her Carriers; between her Thighs, A 5 oP 
| 3 3 A Cloat. A Lobb full of Glibbs ; a Box full of Ribbons. = 4} 
| alm a Piece; hand a Piece. In your Wipe; in 1 Handhker- 1 
chief. Snitch; Noſe. A rum Beak; 4 goed Fuſtice, A quare A 
| Beak ; a bad fuſtice. A ſcribing Gloak to the Beak; a Clerk to D 
q the Fuſtice. A Hornet, a Scout ; a Conſtable, a I chan A Aan 
1 quad Cull and a dubb Call:; a Gaoler and a Turnkey. A Raſpin 4 
; and a craping Cull ; 7 Bridrivell and a Hangman, Let us. pike F* F. 
14 to the Gaff; 15 us go to the Fair, Will you gammon me ; . i! # 
[| you help me. What Ridgeor Lay do you go on in this Gaff or F. 
Vile; what By fine ſs Ag you go 01 in this Pair: ir Town, l'm for the . 
old Nobb; pricking in the Belt. Pm a Mafoner ; ; buy Goods for in 
| Paper, I'm a Sneak for Chinks or Feeders ; ; I'ma Thief for Tan- P 
2 kards or Spoons. Vil rig 1 my Tugg; Il change my Great Coat. ai 
| Prig the Dige ders, the are wags; ical the Spurs, they are Silben. bi 
1 Petter, in Cant, { irands for a great many Fnings, as had your | HW 
li Tongue, let it alone, or land Pi J, or the like. Nix in whideling; . 
don't ſpeut. Tip us your Fam; give us your Hand. ATC you P 
q! rum or Lo ©, are you [tout or 5 Lam a coaping Cull; 1 1 
it! am a Hes ſe factey „ I fence Swaggs; 1 ſell Goods. I am pailing WE un 
F quare Blunt; putting of bad 2 J turn and pinch Slats and þ 
th half Slats; aſ# Chang for Crowns and Half Crowns. [ama e 
| Locker, and Dus mers and Fencer of Slop; I leave Goods at a F 
4 Honſe, aud b;rrow Money on hene, pretending they are Run Goods, ( 
I Goods inage in London, aid fell Tea, I chant, I gagg; Ing Bal- - 7 
1 lads, [ beg. Lam a Croweder; I am a Fidler. 1 I Krur n and patter 
if [ play on the Dui/more and ' fing. . A Tattogey; a Dice Cloth. Pi 
4 icamp on the Panney: I go on the Highway, I'll fence you a 
1 1 rad; PII feil you a Hhrſe. T] ip me my Pops; give me my Pij- 
4 tots, Gl ee he Ratler; ſee the Coach. J am grab'd; I am taken, 


I: Nil the Cull to his long Libb; ill the Aa, Cd Mill the rate 
If ling Gloke ; 4:1] the Cochman. The Cuil johns. me; the Man 
knows me. Pikeing to Beak; going to Faftice. Pikeing to Quod; 
pA | going 73 Gal. Lip me rum Darbies; give me good Irons. Tne 
il Buftrap; Johns me; the Thief-caicher knows me. i've received my 
if Patter; fe had 5 Trial, I am dovn for my Scragg; 1 am 10 
4 be hang d. JI am to be reps; l am to be tran ported. Ta . Q 
11 the an Jam burnt in the Hand. 1 napt the Flog at the 
L uniicr 1 was whipt a at tl 2 Cart 0 Tail, Mill the Quod; break 
5 > 


. 


| 
1 
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the Gaol, Mill the Keen or Swagg ; break the Houſe or Shop. Una 
dub the Jeger, and jump the Glaze z open the Dior, or lift up the 
IVindow. Pike up the Prancers, and glee in the Lumber; g 1 
Stairs,. and look in the Room. The Cull is at Snoos; the Man is 
aſleep. Nap his Tuggs and Kixes ; take his Clithes and Brecches. 
Nap the tote; take them all, Fiſh his Cly for his Bit; ſearch his 
Packet for his Purſe, A Bit of Rige or Wage; a Purſe of Gold or 


Silver. Loag or Trick; a Watch. A dark Glim; a dur Lan- 


thorn. Chant his Tuggs; count his Clothes. Calp, Noll, and 
Smiſh; Hat, Wig, and Shirt. A Wipe or Clout; 4 Handſterchief. 
Upper Shell and under Shell; Coat and MWaiſteodt. Stomps and 
Stop Drawers; Sbees and Stockings. A Mejoge or Hogg ; 4 Shil- 
ling. A griff Metoll, or Buxom; a Six-pence. A inn; a Penny. 
A Meag and Jack ; a Halfpenny and Farthing. A Reader; a Bok. 
A Tail and Bleedar; a Sword and Hanger. Bucketchats and 
Dunneys ; Sheep and Bullocks. A Buffer and Grunter; a Dag 
and Hog. A Jacob and Firb 3 Ladder and Sick. A r logger 5 
a Whip, Ogles; Eyes. Kid and Kinchin; Py and Girl. The 
Frow is Kid; the Jhore is with Child, Nix in maſoning; don't 
- uſt, don't cheat, Pip me my Snack ; give me my Share, Our 
Fence is grab'd; our Receiver is taken, He is turned a Puff; be 1s 
tjned an Evidence. Pike to the Start; go to London. We are all 
in the Chant; wwe are all in the News. Pike to the Spell; go tothe 
Play. Tis a rum Darky, and Oliver ſhows ; *tis a good Night, 
and the Moon ſhines. Douſs the Glims; put out the Candles. Mill 
his Nobb; break his Head, I'll adam that Moll; I'll marry that 
I/oman. Chive his Muns; cut his Face Stall on the Mount; 
flip on the Bridge. My Homoney is in Quod ; my Wife is in Gall. 
Pike to the Ruffen; ge to the Devil, Wid rumley; {peas <vell, 
Tip me your Chive; giv? me your Knife, Tip us rum Suck; give 
us ro0d Beer. Tip us a Driman; give us a Dram. He kaps dquare; 
he ſwares falſe. ip him a Nedd; give him a Gumea, He {tails in 
the Stoop ; hz lands in the Pillory. In the Cloymeuts z in the Stocks. 
He ſtags my Muns; he Ans my Pace, J am teciy; 1 am pos. The 


/ 


Cull is chattey ; the Man is louſey. Pike a Canney prigging; go @ 
Fowl-/tealing. A hing'd Dubb; a but d-up iTocket. 


** Jt being neceſſary that ſom? Accrurt faul be given of Mr. 
PouLTER's Birth, (whicy was emitted im the formen Part of this 
Boch,) we have thought proper to inſert it here, es # was written by 


Humjelf. 


Was born at Newmor#et, in Cambòridgeſbire, the noted Town 
for Horſ: Races, in the Year 1715, and in the Year 1728, 1 
went to live with his Gce the Duke of Somerſet, in th: Run- 
ing Stables, which Place ſtayed in till the Year 1734, and then 
went to live with Lord James Cube gcliſb until 1737, and then to 
| F 2 | Colone! 
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Colonel John Lumley, the Earl of Scarborough's Brother, until x 739, 


and have been in France three Times with Horſes and Hounds ; 

once to his Grace the Duke of King/ton, another Time to King 

Stainſlaus near Stankelne, and once with Captain Rutter, I after- 

wards went to Briſtol, which Place I have ſailed out of ſeveral 

Voyages to Africa, and to all Parts of America, and one Voyage 

out of JYeymouth in a Ship commanded by Captain Tivitoe, and 

another Voyage from London to Famaica. 

A LIST of Perſons informed againſt by John Poulter, alias Baxter, 
befire Francis Drew, E/; and othet 5 of his Majeſty's Fuſtices of 
the Peace at the Citysf Exon ; and before John Halliday, Ejq; John 
Tripp, Ejq; Mayor, ard Benjamin Hall, E/; all of Taunton. 
OHN Brown, alias Dawſon; John Allen, alias Robert Jones, 

alias Robert Graham; Thomas Tobin, Chriſtopher Fether- 
ſtone, Sarah Cagan, John Hurſt, William Elger, Charles Handy, 

Thomas Walker, Elizabeth Ford, Mary Gea, John Small, John 

Dean, William inder, and Hannah Frinder, John Bithop, 


an, > . N 1 IL. * . 
Thomas Burk, Thomas Brooks, and Abraham Garing. Theſe are 


not taken. 

James Ramſcroſt, in Weſtcheſter Gaol ; Edward Lines and 
Margaret Lines, in Stafford Gaol ; John Ford, in Shepton Mal- 
let, bailed out; Stephen Gea in Saliſbury Gaol, bailed out; Ro- 
bert Lyte, in Wincheſter Gaol, bailed out; Joſeph Shotten in 
Worceſter Gaot; William Nipps, in Glouceſter Gaol ; Mary 
Brown and Frances Allen, in Jvelcheſter Gao! ; John Roberts, 
in Shepton Mallet, cead ; john Allen, of Divizes, bailed out. 


A LIST of Perjons return from Tranſportaitin, now in England 
brivie the Expiration of their Time. BR | 
1 Ary Dawſon alias Drown, from Lincoln, in the Year 1746, 
1 1 for picking Pockets: Margaret Brown, alias Wilſon, 
alias Long Peg, from Lincoln in the Vear 1750, for picking 
Pockets; Roſcy Brown from Lincoln, for ditto, in 1751 ; the 
took Shipping fon London, and has got a Child at Nurſe 
at Bath-Ford, and two at the Bell Inn near Broomſgrove. 
* Eleanor Conner, alias Tobin, traniported from Briſtol 1748, 
ror picking Pockets ; Eleanar Wilton, alias Sparrow, from 
| Litchfield, in the Year 1750, for Shoplifting ; William Evean 
alias Sparrow, and Robert Jones, alias John Allen, from War- 


wick, in the Lear 1750, on Suſpicion of robbing on the High- 
way; John Bron, tranſported in the Year, 1743 fourteen Years 
for Houſe- breaking James White, from York, tranſported in 
the Year 1742 for picking of Pockets. William Evean, alias 
Sparrow, made his Eſcape from Ivelcheſter Gaol the latter End 
of Nov. 1752. = | | 


* She was forcibly reicued out of Liverpoal Gaol the 25h of November 175 
mg fiage ictaken aud contmitted ts Newzate in London, 
eat A 
An 
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An ACCOUNT of the Behaviour of Joun PouL TER, alias 
Bax ER, during his Confinement under his Condemna- 
tion; the Examinations he went through, the Motives, 
that made him attempt an Eſcape; and the probable, 
tho? ſecret Reaſons, of his being at laſt executed; with 
his Behaviour at the Place of Execution, 


HIS unfortunate Man, after having made very important 
Diſcoveries of great Uſe to the Publick, and for much leſs 

than which many a Man has not only received Pardon for ca- 
pital Offences, but even Rewards, had the Fate, by a Series of 
unlucky Circumſtances and Incidents, to 0 pe brought to fuſer, 
a iter having entertained the moſt flattering nd alluted Hopes 
to the contrary, When he firſt made his Inke rinations againſt his 
Accomplices, which was ſoon after he was taken up at Exeter 
for robbing Dr. Fanceck 01 Saliſbury, he deſired that they might 
be kept very ſecret; and partigulacly he gave a Charge to the 
Officer who was ſent to Bath to phrchend his Accomplices, 
not to wh his Errand at his Arrival to any one Perſon there 
except the! Mayor; bocauſe there were ſe Wera Perſons there who 


lived in good Credit in the Eye of the Wo „ho yet bad In- 


telligence with his Gang: But net WT 101 20 "This trict 
Charge, o much Impr udence was 3 tirat it Was Univer- 
ſally known all over Hgath upon what Errand tener Was come 


„ * 7 13 * b 55 a5 1 8 +7. v5 > S, 4” N — 7 
within an Hour after his Arrival ; and the very next Morning 


. \ 3 7 1 #4 12 Wy + (7 OO £0 >» 4 " 514 715 * — „ 
even the Names O01 al! 5 Ferie 118, 4 5 Weil SP 14.0 Vito har bour- 


ed in Bath as in other 5 llces, nom 31 le had infurmed againſt, 


Was printed and pub! 11% ly fold, This Air vg managed 10 
impr udently (not et o 1. % worle of it) luis ACLUNIPIICES had No- 


tice of it every WNmere, and coni- QUE, 1.1me tools: be, which 
they took Care, c{p-ctalty tue pri ipal 0125, to Mage Uſe of. 

Dr. H---# hearing of the in Ra tions Poulter had made, 
and having received back f ſome of the Things he had been robbed 


: narben n * ** --'T r * Fa hk 75 
of gave him ſome Hopes that he would be very fave! 1rable to him 


in tae Proſecution; ho! cer, W hen che Day of 'L-:1aicam?,. the 
Docter a cted again hin WI Jn d & L EYE H1 bs 141 ¹ Oteracy J 4 zn uſed 


* 


all N1S- Intereftt i 10 | ed vent tus Jo: 400 kr OI ane 111101 22 * Re- 


ſpite from Execution ; O eVer, One tor lx Wees Was grant 


ed him, and he was ordered back to ele e eſter Gl. Here he 


Benayce 
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behaved very ſoberly and ſeriouſly; and as the Corporations of 
Briſtol, Bath, Exeter, and Taunton, befides many private Gen- 
tiemen, intereſicd themſelves greatly in his Favour ; and as the 
Diſcoveries he had made to ſeveral of his Majeſty's Juſtices,s 
and particularly what he had wrote and publiſhed in this Book, 
were thought to be of very great Importance to the Public, and 
further Reſpites from Time to Time were given him, not only 
himſclf, but every one elſe, imagined that a free Pardon would 
at laſt be granted, or at leaft, that his Life would be ſaved. A 

very eminent Attorney at Sherborne in Dorſetſhire, by Order 

from above, went over to ſvelch-/ter ſeveral Times: to examine 

him, to whom he declared the ſame he had publiſhed in this Book, 
without any material Difference or Addition, cxcept only the 
Mention of one Perſon, who now lives in good Credit, and, tho' 
not concerned, knew of the Proceedings of himſelf and Gang, 
and could bear Evidence to corroborate all he had declared; but 


he defired very carneſtly that the Name of this Perſon might 
ncver be mentioned, except it was neceſtary to call upon him 


to corroborate his Evidence in a Court of Juſtice. But during 
this Time he had the Misfortune to have the III-Will of the 
Gaol Keeper, who treated him with great Severity, and even 
ſeeming unneceſſary Cruelty; for tho' he was in a very ill State 
Of Hcalth, ye et he would not let him, have, in the ſevereſt cold 


Weather, any Thing to lie on but Straw, tho' he offered to pay 
more than the acceutomed Fees for a B. d. Several Gentlemen 


of the Count vo ho though wt that the Life of a Perſon, which 
was prolonged for the Go of the Publick, ſhould not be deſtroy- 
cd by Scverity of Ulage, wrote to the Gao! Keeper in his Favour, 
to a! owhim 5 Bed, but no Regard was paid to their Remonſtran- 
ces, till the MN # of the County ſent a poſt! Va Order that a 
Bed ſhould be allowed him. Whether theſe unhappy Differen- 
ces with the Gabler, n might not occaſion Reprclentation, little in 
his Favour, to be mede o the M- - mb. r of the Town, who has 
great Influence at Count, is ve. y GOu- Liu! 3 however this was, 


. 


when every one e- peclel a Fardon for him, it was Siven Out. 


_ ac Would 5 {uffer on tae firſt of March; and PoU Ls 
ER declared in a Letter he wrote to a Gentleman, a little while 
before) his Death, that the „ RE an Was conttently ſound- 
ing in his Ears that he would certainty be executed on the firſt 
of March: 1 his being deer e ſo often, firſt tempted him to 
try to m ake his Eſcape, as from the Gaoler's Repreſentations he 
thonght, that not, ik an ding all tne Diſcoveries he nal made, 


and che Seen ede he had received, he ſhould at laſt ſuffer; ac- 


Sarner en $244ay the 1765 of A obſerving a ht LB: 
porcuniy, he mad his Eica pe f:oM Ut e Gao, in C. DN pany with 
a Debtor, by forcing an Iron Bar out of a W LGOVY, 
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He was obliged to travel as far at G/zflonbury on Foot, with 
onè of his Frons on, but there found Means to get it off; but his 
Legs Were ſo galled by them, and he was in wy weak a 'Condja 
_ that he found he was not able to travel with any Manner 
of Expedition; however, they travelled forw ards on Monday 
Night, (having concealed the AMER Ne greateſt P art of the 
Day in a Hay Rick) intending to h: e ſteered their \ (ay to L Fitts 
and ſo have got a Pal age © ver into Valles; but not knowing the 
Country well, about eight o Clock on Tueſday ne they 
came into the Pariſh of //ozhey nur Hell, thinkins they had 
been got near Axbridge ; Paulter heing quite tat eued to Dex th 
they went into a little Publick- Houle there, Where he went to 
Bed, and ay till about I wo O'Clock in tue Afternoon, then got 
up. Waile the :y wer? propoting to fot out again, a Maſon who 
was employed on a Building near by, went in for a Mug. of 
Drink, 5 knowing Poulter, "he imm dediately went out, an: | cal- 
ling ſeveral oi his fcilow Workmen, they took him without any 
Reſiſtance, and he was again carried pack to Iuelchſter Gaol 
on WW ean [day. 
As ſoon. as he was brought, a Petition was drawi up by the 
Gaoler and fome other In Abitants of the Town of [velcheſter,: 
and ſent by an Expreſs to their avs „ deſtring him to uſe 
his utmoſt lutereſt that Poulter migut be ordered for immediate 
Execution, tho” according to his late Reprieve he had then only 
nine Days to live. Accor iely by tac 887815 that was made, 
an Expreſs was ſent on Purpoſe from Lend ian to Iveleheſter, to or- 
der his Exccution within twenty four Hours after his Arrival 
at Jvelche er. Thus . e P rejus dice, latereit, and other 
unlucky Cauſes, perhaps contributed to morten the Lite of a Man, 


the Preſervatton of hom would in al! ! obavility have been for 


7 


the Welfare of the Publick ; for it is agreed on a 1 Hands, that 
he was ſincere in his Ducoverics, nat he would it; eee have 
endeavoured to have taken his Accomplices, ang that Whilſt he 
Was living, his Jang would never have dared to have aid Lil 
England, becauic as he well knew their Haunts, &c. it would 
be impoſlible for chem to have abided any Lime here witnaout be- 
ing taken. 

Poul! er received the News of his ſpeedy EXCCut ion with Yur- 
prize, as it was quite unc xp. cted, and io mort a \Varning, 3 vet he 
declared he ſhould be ry willing co die, provided he could firſt 
ſee his Wife; upon Which a Mei en JET WAS immediately diſpatch- 
ed for her to bath. 

After the Receipt of tac Dead Warrant, he ſpent the Day 1 in 
fervent Prayer, receiving die Dacra ment, &c. and being ſole manly 
queitioned about his Book of  Discovi%iis,” he declared there 
was not a Word in it but what was Truth; and being aſked about 
tae Report that was jpread, concerning 10 Gai Lecper's having 

| 5 received 
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received a Sum of Money to favour his Eſcape, he declared, that 
it was abſolutely falſe, and that neither of the Keepers were privy 

He expreſſed very firm Hopes of receiving Pardon from 
Gon, as though his Crimes were many, yet he had never been 
guilty of Murder, or injured the Perſon of any one. 


When he came to the Place of Place of Execution, he behaved 


very penitently, but with a decent R-ſolution. He. ſtood up 
in the Cart, and declared three Times aloud, that the Report of 
the Goal Keeper's having been privy to his Eſcape, was falſe, 
and without any Foundation. Hearing that F...d of Bath 


was among the Spectators, he called out for him to come to him, 


and then told him that every Thing he had related of him in his 
Book about his being privy to their Robberies, and melting down 
Plate for them, was true: F.., d denying this with bitter Impre- 
cations, Poulter afarmed, that as he was going to appear before 


his great Judge, and hoped to receive Mercy from him, what he 


had faid was true, He then deſired the Spectators to take Warn- 
ing by his fad End, and to avoid ill Company, acknowledging 
he deſerved to die, but moſt of his Accomplices much more ſe. 
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